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TOWN and ABBEY 
0 


22 R 1 E. Revolutions ad e of Em- 
SY pirc, Kingdoms, Cities and Towns, are 
o extraordinary, that they ſeem in- 
ended to i nftruct . us Yat the Moſt 
EI) „ High raleth over Os that His King- 
S dom alone is an everlaſting Kingdom z 
e and that at Human Glory i but a 

4 Shadow whic ib poſſe atay; ſo that was it not for Hiſ- 
tory, the migh A, a the largeſt Cities, and the moſt 
ſtupendous and mag cent Works would not, after a 
Courſe of Years, be en ever to have exiſted. * 
* 4 
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has been the ſad Fate of that once moſt magnificent 
Place of which we are now going to write; for though 

its very Ruins are ſo grand, that they fill us with Admira- 
tion and Wonder, and give us ſome Idea of what it 


was, when in its Glory, yet it is from Hiſtory alone that 
we can gain a more exact and perfect Knowledge of it; at 


what Time it was firſt built, and by whom; by what Means 
and Degrees it aroſe to ſo great Splendor; the pious and 


holy Perſons that dwelt within its ſacred Walls; the high 
Veneration paid to it by all Europe, and how, alas ! it 
is become a Heap of Ruins. 0 Fo, 


Several of the maſt+.ingeniiptis and learned Men in this 
Kingdom, ſuch as Sir-William Dugdale, the famdus Bi- 
ſhop Uper, the learned Biſhop Godwyn, and Biſhop Tan- 
ner, have employed their Pens to reſcue it from Obli- 
vion, by giving as particular and exact an Account of it, 
as the greateſt Diligence and Pains could collect; and 


we purpoſe” to gather from all theſe famous Writers 


n+ 


whatever is material, ſo as to make this a compleat Hiſtory 
of the ſo much famed Abbey of Glaſtonbury, ; 


Of the Original bf the Town of Glaſton- 
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- bury ; rh Derivation of its Name, 
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H E old Britains called this Place Nnſivitrin 
Which afterwards the Saxons interpreted into Glaſt- 
onbury, or the' Town of Glaſs, ſo called on Account of 


the River's encompaſſing the Marſh, as clear as Chrys- 


tal, and, as it were, of the Colour of Glafs. It was 


Uke wiſe called Avalonia, or the Iſie of Avalon: It had the 
Tame of an Tfland, on Account of being formerly en- 


Coled about by a dcep Narth ; and halt either from | 
of 5 IT SS. "os 


SE 
the Britiſh Word Avala, ſignifying - an Apple, becauſe 


it abounded witk Apple Trees, Wen it was clear*d from 
Wosd and Buſnies, and firſt made habirable, or tle from 


one Avallon, whowas once Lord of that Territory. We 


have an Accdunt in the ancient Accounts of the Bri- 


tons, &c. that twelve Brothers came from the Northern 
into the Weſtern Parts of Britin; and poſſeſſec them 


ſelves of ſever Countries, which their Gilad Grandfather © 


5 
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Cuneda had held: The Names of theſe Brothers were Lud. ? 


nerb, Morgen, Catgue, Cathmou, Morguid, Mor vic netb, 
Morcbel, Mouant, Boten, Morgen, Mortineil, and Claſteing: 


This is that Glaſteing, who following his Sow, found her 


ſuckling her Pigs under an Apple-Tree near this Place ; ; 
and he finding the Iſland to abound in all Neceffaries, ſer⸗ 
tled there with his Family, and there ended his Days: 2 
From him and his Family that Place is ſaid to habe 
been firſt peopled. -=This is talen 45 the . Books 
of the Britons, oa Tg 
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. he Abbey of Glaſtonbury. 


H E ingenious Mr. Stevens, in his Continuation of 

Sir William Du _ 5 Hiſtory of . and 
Monaſteries, ſpeaks 'of this Abbey as follows: wal 
Of this Abbey, ſo much celebrat throughour the Obi 
tian World, too much cannot be aid, being a Subject for 
whole Volumes, as we ſee ſome. have been compiled: of 
other Churches, inferior to this in Antiquity, and many 
other Particuſars,, This was (notwithſtanding the ground- 
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leſs Cavils of ſome Criticks). one of the lt Places where 15 


Chriſtianity may be ſaid to have had ga Settlement and 


though the Poſſeſſion was perhaps for ſome Timè inter- 
rupted by the Perſecutions of the Roman Emperors, yet 


as ſoon as ever, the Faithfull began to breath again, they 


W reſorted to this Place, as * dedicated to God: 


It 
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was even henqured by the Britiſh, Saxon; Daniſh and 
Vormau Kings, and never ceaſed to have the ſame Vene- 


kation paid to it, till it fell by the Hands of facrilegious / 


1115 to Eats (among the reſt) the boundleſs Profu- 
ſion of King Henry VIII who ſtil} aſſuming the Name g 
1 05 briſtian, | rms a many ſacred Structures, as if he 
Pad been a Heathen, Goth or Vandal z.. But theſe Re- 
flectiond may be bene to many, Who cannot or will 
D diſtinguiſh | . Sacrilege and Reformation, and 
therefore . look upon the Deſtruction of Churches, and 
other Places heed to God, as Heroick Aftions, and 
ory | in converting... the nobleſt. Structures (which ci- 
viizd Heathens would have ſpared, on Account of their 
Magnificence) i into Barns and Stables, and into Heaps of 
Rubbiſh, as this once wonderful Fabrick- is at preſent; or 
elſe in conveying a eh that very Rubbiſh, that no Me- 
mory may remain of ſuch ſacred Piles a» has happened in 
many other Places We therefore + no- 
proceed to the Hiſtory of this Abbey, and we ſhall here 
give the following Account of the ſame from that re- 
owned.” Ten Writer, 8 of Nlnſte 


* 1 5 21 22 


The Church wm grananruzr founded 
by taetve Diſciples of be 82885 St. 
4 and Jacob. MALTON + 


E TE R the” Ape Bon of our fan the Prieſts 
of the Fews, with the Scribes and Phariſees, raiſing 
a Petſceurtibn: at eruſalem againſt the Paithful, 5 E-2- 
ving put to Death Hepben the Protomartyr, the reſt were 
all difperſed "into ſeveral Nations, to preach the Word 
-_ God.” St. Philip, as Freculus teſtifies, Lib. 2. Chap, 
proceeding into the Country of the Franks, converted 
212 ba 3 and. "OG zealous to POO 5 
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on them, ſent them to declare the Incarnation of the Son 


of the ſame, or to depart from the Tradition of his 


a — ' wry YT 1 utes "raked (toes 


mean Structure, . adorn'd with much Virwe. 75 | 
» Tide is ſuch a Fern of Lak; 4s one ve Plough 


(7) 
Faith, choſe twelve of his Diſciples, and laying Hands 


of God in Britain: Over theſe he appointed his peculiar 
Friend, Joſepb of » Arimathta, who buried our Lord, 
Chief or Head. Theſe coming into Britain in the Year 
of the Incarnation. of our Lord, : 69; andraſter tis: var 
31s boldly preached the Faith of Crit. 


King Aviragus, who then feine wry 1 5 
ſtrange and before unhearꝰd of Doctrine, refuſed to admit 


Fore-fathers z but in Regard that they came from far, and 
their modeſt Behaviour claimed Favour; he at their Re- 
queſt granted them a certain Iſland in his Dominions, en- 
compaſſed with Woods, Thorns, and | Marſhes, called 
7 ee, for them to inhabit. Afterwards two other 
Kings, though Pagans, obſerving their Sanctity of Life, 
granted each of them à Portion of Land, and confirmed 


the ſame, according to the Cuſtom then uſed; i it 


is 8 they are il called che N welve Hides. * 


The »forthaid Gaines cliding” in [oh Iland, were Has | 
Time after admoniſhed (by the Angel Gatriel appear- 
ing to them) to build a Church in Honour of the Bieſſed 
Virgin Mary, on a Piece of Ground mark'd aut to them: 
They accordingly immediately erected a Chapel in the 
Year 31, after the Paſſion of our Lord ; which had in 
Length ſixty Feet, in Breadth twerity+ſix, and was made 


with wooden Rods, .interwoven or wattled, and covered 


with Reed or Straw: It had a Window in the Eaſt End, 
three Windows in the South, and the Entrance was on 
the South Side, almoſt at the Weſternmoſt End. 4 may 


and Oxen could till in a Year, or as Was ſuſfcient to maintain 
a Family a Year, © | This 
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(8) 
This facred Chapel; according to a very antient Manuſcript 
tiquities of Glaſtonbury, now in the! Cortoin Li. 


Bury, and quoted by Sir Willium Dug dale, was dedicated 
by CnRISTH himſelf, to the Honour of his Mothęrz and 


ee fer td, Barieb ef n Straits. Atd:bets tht 


zwelve Holy Men ſpent their Time in Prayer, Watching 


and Faſting, and are ſaid to have been comforted with 


8 the Jaw of the Biene . 


3 
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Jir Abe Truth of chad Particulars is verified. by the Epiſtle 
of F. Patrick, and the Writings of antient Men. One of 
them, a Britiſb Hiſtoriographer, as we have ſcen at 87. Au. 
guſtin's and St. Edmund s- Bury, begins thus, . There is in 


the Heſtern Parts of Britain, a certain Royal and F old, 


*© calleq Glaſtonbury, F large Extent, encompaſſed - with 
1 Manſbes and Waters, abounding in.- Fiſh, furniſhed with 


<< niany Things. for the Relief of Human Waits ; and, 
&. what is Beyond all. the reſt, dedicated to Sacred Funttianr; '$ 
* In it the firſt Engliſh Converts | to; Chriſtianity (by Di- 
« vine Directions) found an antient Church, nat auilded: by 
<« Men, as they ſay, but provided by GOD for the Salvation 
5. of Sauls; chic h afterwards,” the ſame Maker -of | the 


$6, Heavens, by many Miracles and Wonders, ſbew'd he had 


*.\conſecrated- to Himſelf, and the Holy Mother f GOD, 


MART.“ But to return from whence we. have di 
| greſſed. 2 4. = A g Bret! N 5 I [3.3 2% . 


| many Years, converting a 
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U et 


The ot Men' \bepev-eninalotids! lived i in is Place 
great Multitude of Pagans to 
the Faith of CHRIS, and afterwards were delivered out 
of the Fleſh; and that Place, till then the Habitation of 
Saints, became à Receptacle of wild Beaſts; till it pleaſed 
the Bleſſed Virgin to bring again her Oratory i into the Me-. 
mory of the ee | which, how, it came to reg we. 
155 now to W 1 R\ > 7.0. 


—_ 


F 
* 


; 2 
— 


* . 


(ton 


| How the Saints Phaganus and Diruvi- 


anus coxverted the Britons Zo the 
Faith, and came to the 1/land 4 
Avalon, or Glaſtonbury, _ 


I is reported by Hiſtories of good Credit, that Tus 

cius, King of the Britons, ſent to Pope Eleutherins, the 
23th in Succeſſion after St. Peter, intreating him tw diſpel 
the Darkneſs of Britain, by ſpreading the Light of Cb 
tianity. Eleutherius ſent two moſt holy Preachers into 
Britain, viz. Phaganus and Dine ans, as St. Patrick's 
Letters and the Accounts of the Britons teſtify.— Theſe 
= preaching the Word of Life, 5 the King and his 
People in the Year of our Lord One Hundred and Sixty- 
fix; and ſo proceeding through Britain, to propagate the 


HFaitb, came into the Iſland of HO or Glaſtonbury, 
© where they found am antient Chapel, built by the Diſci- 
ples of CHRIST, as is reported. An Hundred and three 


Years were elaps'd fince the Coming of Philip's Diſciples. 
into the Iſland, till the Coming of the aforeſaid Saints, 
Phaganus and Diruvianus, who rejoic'd exceedingly at the 
finding of the Oratory. There they continued praiſing 
GOD nine Years, carefully ſearching the whole Place, 


Where they found the Enſigns of gur Redemption, and 


other manifeſt Tokens that it had been. before inhabited 
by Chriſtians : They alſo found all the Revelations of the 
antient Writings, viz. How that the holy Apoſtles, being 
diſperſed throughout the World, S-. Plulip coming with a 
Number of Diſciples into France, ſent twelve of them 
into Britain, to preach; who, by Divine Relation, built 
the aforeſaid Chapel, which the Son of the Moſt High ” = 

terwards dedicated ia Honour of his Mother; and that . 
three Pagan Kings had given unto them (being twelve in 


e twelve Portions of Lands for their Maintenance. 
B They 


— 
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They alſo found their Actions written, and therefore they ; 
loved that Place above all others. ; and in Memory of the 
Arſt twelve, appointed twelve of their own Number to 
inhabit that Iſland, with the Conſent of King Lucius: The 
which twelve lived like Anchorites, in the very ſame Places 
where the firſt twelve had been, and often met at the anti- 


ent Chapel, to perform the Divine Service, King Lucius 
confirming the Iſland to them; fo that there was a conti- 
nual Succeſſion from theſe rwelve: of twelve others for 
many Years, till the Coming of St. Patrick, the Apoſtle 
of the Iriſh. To the old Chapel they had found, they 
added an Oratory, built with Stone, dedicating the ſame 
to CHRIST, and the holy Apoltles, S7. Peter and Paul. 
By theſe then was reſtored the antient Church of St. Mary, 


in "Glaſtonbury, as has been delivered down from former 
Ages. 


of Holy | Men that re farted to and 
lived in. this Pace... -* 


H 1 8 Church, though at firſt made of We 58 

has been ſaid, became ſo famous: for its Antiquity, 
* retained ſuch a Savour of Sanity, that it was reſorted 
to from all Parts of Britain, being; viſited by the Great 
and Wealthy, and ae 1 Ducling 35 the 9 


| and Learned. 


. Here Gildas, to whom the Britons owe [their being 


known to other Nations, led a moſt holy Life many 


Fears, and died in the Year 512, was buried in the old 
Church, before the Altar. Here St. Patrick, after having 


long preached to the 1ri/h, took up his Abode in his latter 
Days, and became the firſt Abbot, reducing the before- 


mentioned twelve Anchorites to a Monaſtical Life, and ap- 
pointed 
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pointed them a Rule after the Manner of the Monks of 


Agypt: He was, after Death, buried, in the old Church, 
on the Right Side of the Altar: He died in the Hun- 
dred and tenth Year of his Age, which was of our 
Lord 472, and the Forty- ſeventh after he had been ſent. 
into Ireland; for he was born in the Year of our Lord 
361. His Father's Name was Calipurnus, his Mother's 
Conches, Siſter to St. Martin, Biſhop of Tours. He was 
baptized Sucaſh, but. Pope Celęſtin gave. him the Name of 
Patrick.. He was taken by the 1ri/þ at fixteen Years of 
Age, and continued ſix Years, in Slavery; after which he 
returned Home, and meeting with Sr. German, Biſhop of 


Auxerre, was his Diſciple tor the Space of twenty-two 
Years ; then going to Rome, he was by Pope Celeſtin ſent 
into Jreland, in the Year 425; which Nation he converted, 


by working many Miracles: Then returning into Eng- 
land, he continued in an holy Life thirty=nine Years at Glaſ- 
tonbury. . This moved many of the 1rifb, frequently to 
come over ta viſit the Relicks of their Patron and Apoſtle, 


» # a *%.* __ F 


wile, St. Benignus, Diſciple and Succeſſor to St. Patrick, 
(of whom we ſhall ſpeak. hereafter) and the holy Father, 
St. Kolumkill, came to Glaftonbury in the Year 594; and 
ſome ſay he ended this. Mortal Life there, as did the moſt 

holy and famous S. David, Patron of Hales, _. 


/ Sir William Dugdale writes, that though the Church 
was afterwards feveral Times rebuilt, this Place ſtill re- 


mained under the former Conſecration, and was held in 


ſuch Veneration, that Kings, Biſhops, and all the greateſt 
Perſons, thought themſelves happy in adding ſomething 
to its PoſſeſNons, or being buried with any ſmall Parcel of 


its Earth. St. Dunſtan, and other holy Abbots, always 


8 

- be \ 

| B 2. 
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preſerving | 


_ 


avefrolig the Number of twelve Monks, added to ow 
leverat Clergymen that ſung well, He - | 


This Church, by Reaſon of its "Antiquity; was Fs the 
Engliſh called Ealdebirch, that is, Old Church, and the Peo- 
ple of the Country about it thought no Oath more ſacred 
than to ſwear By the Old Church, as being the firſt and 
oldeſt Church in "Englead, and held in ſuch Veneration, 
that it was called a Second Rome for Sant7ity ;. becauſe, as 
| Rome was honoured with a Multitude of Martyrs,. * this 
Frace Was eee for tm Confetſven, =. 


Saints and Holy Men that were buried 
OT > this Place. * 


HIS Church was ie facred SPE of the 
Aſhes of a Multitude of Saints, inſomu my that no 
Corner of it, or the Church-Yard, is deſtitute of 
che ſame. There lie the twelve Apoſtles (before- men- 
tioned) of St. Philip, the Apoſtle, with their Chief, Jeſeph 
of Arimathea, an ils Son Taſeph ; alſo, St. Patrick. the 

Apoſtle of Jreland; Si. 88 Diſciple to St. Patrict; 
St. Pinius, Diſciple to Benignis; St. Gildas, the Britiſh Hiſ- 
torian ; St. David, Biſhop of Menevia; St. Dunſtan ; St. 
Indraftus, Martyr, and bis ſeven Companions ; 185. Urban, 
Martyr ; St. Apollinaris, Biſhop and Martyr, Diſciple to St. 
Peter Fe Apoſtle; St. Vincentius, Archdeacon and Martyr; 
three of the boly 1 Innocents; St. Baſfilius, Martyr; Part of 
St. Oſwald, King and Martyr St. Falerius and St. Salvius, Bi- 
ſhops and Martyrs ; St. Canon, Haſan, Renignius, Ca. 
ſanius, Abdon, and Sennen, Martyrs; St. Paulinus, Biſhop 
of the Northumbriane St, Aidan, Die of a | 
06Ct> 
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Coelfrid and Boifilas, Abbots ; Venerable Bede; * St. Bene- 
dif, Biſhop ; Heferpine, Sig frade, and Herbers, Abbots 
St. Idamus, Biſhop ; St. Teiſon, Abbot, and his twelve 
Companions ; St. Iltwich ; St. Litianus, Abbot ; Part of 
Guthlac, the Anchorite ; St. Poppa, Archbiſhop of Treves 3 
St. Geminianus, Confeſſor; the holy Virgins Hilda, Hebbe, 
Begu, Criſaute, Udilta, Mary, Martha, Lucy, M. alburge, 
ere Cecili, Wenta, Mamilla, Eaberga, Elſreda, Batil. 

dis, Urſula, Daria, and Eadſwitha; the laſt of theſe af- 
firmed to be entire; many Years after ſhe had been interr*d: 
Many more Names of holy Men and Women were loſt 
by the burning of the antient Church, and Time has worn 
out the Memory of a ſtill greater Number. 8 


Seered Relidts preſerved bert 


Ml {Ya other Relicts were alſo preſerved ; in this Church] 
of thoſe ern to the Old 7 eftament ;, Part of Rachagt's 
f Tomb; 


* is certain that the V. enerable Yes; Was 5 v1 
in the Cathedral Church of St. Cuthbert, in Durham, 
as appears by an Inſcription to this Day ſtauding near his 
Monument or Tomb in that Church; the laſt Words of - - 
which are, 

Hic fant in foſſa, Bedæ Venere Oſſa, 
Here are buried the Bones of Venerable Bede. 
Therefore, if the Bones of Venerable Bede were tranſlated 
from tbe Cathedral Church of Cuthbert, in Durham, where 
be was buried, and where both his Tomb, and alſo anluſcrip- 
tion banging near it, ſtill remain, it bew the great V enera- 
tion and Eſteem that even. D ne el had. al the r 
of Glaſtonbury, 4 10 


(8 /} 


Tomb; of the Altar on which Moſes pour'd out Oil; 
of his Rod; of the Tomb of T/aiah ; ſome Manna; 
Relicts of the Prophet Daniel; of the three Children de- 
livered from the Fiery Furnace; ſix gilt Stones of the 
Pavement of the Temple, and ſome of the Gate. Re- 
lating to our LoRD JESUS CHRISTH; Some of the Linen he 
was wrapp'd in; two Pieces of the Manger; ſome of 
the Gold offered by the Wiſe Men; Stones of Jordan, 
where our Saviour was baptized; one of the Veſſels in 
which CHRISH turned Water into Wine; of the Stones 
the Devil propoſed to CHRIST, to comers: into Bread; of 
the Five Loaves with which our Lorp fed Five Thouland 
Perſons ; of the Place where he was transfigured ; of the 
Stone he ſtood on in the Temple ; of his Hair ; of the 
Hem of his Garment ; of His Cros and Sepulchre; one 
Thorn of His Crown of Thorns ; and many more: Alſo, 
Relicts of the Bleſſed Virgin; of St. John the Baptiſt ; 


of the Apoſtles ; of many Martyrs, Confeſſors, and Holy | 


Virg Ins. © 

On this Account, Glaſtonbury was every where held in 
the greateſt Veneration; and, as has been ſaid, the greateſt 
Perſons coveted to be buried there « » molt of whoſ Names 
have been loſt, and of ſome, Mention has been made 
before : And it was honoured by the magnificent Appel- 
Hations of Tre rinsT LAND or GOD, TE FIRST LAND 
or Salix Ts In ENGLAND, TIE Tons or Salix rs, THE 
Moruzn OF SAINTS, 


An Account of the. #700. antient 


5% PYRAMIDS. 
Few Feet from the old Church ſtood two 6 Prämie, ; 
that next to the Church 26 Feet high, and of five 
San or Stories, on which were many Antiquities, almoſt 
worn out by Age. On the uppermoſt Story of it, was an 


Image in Pontifical Veſtments; on the ſecond, the Image 


of a King, with theſe Letters, Her: 5 Sexts, and BLISYER 3 
| on 


4. 
C 


. 
on the chird were all Words, Wemereſt, Bantomp, Wine- 
weng; on the fourth, Hate Wulfred, and Eanfled ; on the 
fifth and loweſt, an Image, and this Inſcription, Lorior 
Weſtigas, Bregden, Swelves, Swingendes, Bera. The other 
| Pyramid was eighteen Feet high, and had four Stages, on 
which was to be read, Hedde Biſhop Bregored, and Breor- 
ward. What theſe Words ſignify is not known; but it 
| is gueſs'd they were the Names of the Perſons depoſited 
within the hollow of the Pyramids: As for Logpor, it is for 
certain concluded to. be the ſame that gave the Name to 
Logpereſbeorłk, now called Montacute; Bregden, from 
whom Brentamaſte, now call'd Brentamerſe ; Beornwold. 
was Abbot after Hemgiſſet. So great was the Reſpect paid 
A» our Anceſtors to this Place, "that they durſt = = | 
any idle Words, nor ſo much as ſpit in the Church or 
Church-Vard, unleſs compell'd by the utmoſt Neceſſity, 
rand even then with the utmoſt Reluctancy and Remorſe: 
Neither durſt any Man preſume to bring a Hawk, Horſe 
or Dog into the Church Yard, becauſe it had been often ob 
= ſerv'd, that ſuch as had accidentally been brought in, imme- 
diately dy'd. Even from foreign Countries the Earth of this 
Church- Yard was ſent for, to bury with the greateſt Perſons; 
and it is reported, that even a Mahometan Sultan, having 
taken an Engliſb Gentleman in the Holy Land, gave him 
hisLiberty, upon Promiſe that he would bring him aGaunt- 
let full of that Earth; which was accordingly perform'd, 
and the Gentleman, returning to ON declar*d the 
fame upon Oath, | 


The Holy and Godly Prelate tes this Place 
has Ju rniſhed other Churches With. 


'HIS dend farniſh*d ſeveral Churches with Piousand 
_ godly Prelates, as Brithwald, the firſt Eugliſb Abbot 
W who Was made Archbiſhop of Ca nterbury; Athelman, a 4 
: Monk, 
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Monk, made Biſhop of Bath and Wells, and afterwards 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury; St. Dunſtan, firſt Biſhop of Vin- 
cheſter, next of London, and laſtly Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury; Egelgarius, firſt made Abbot of Hide Monaſtery, in 
Wincheter, then Biſhop of Cheer, and afterwards Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury; Sigerius, firſt Biſhop of Wells, and 
then Archbiſhop of Canterbury; St. Elphegus, Martyr, firſt 
made Abbot of Bath, then Biſhop of Wincheſter, and next 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. Other Monks of Glaſtonbury 
made Biſhops, where Geoffry, who dy'd in 782; Ethel- 
win, who dy'd the fame Lear; Vitbert, in 800; Wie- 
tbeg, in 836 ; Altan, in 842; Tumbert, in 862; David, 
in 956; Elfrie in 988: Add to theſe Sigrganus, Biſhop 
of Weils; Britelm, alſo of Wells; Alfwold, of Crid ; Sige- 
frid, of Norwich; St. Erbelwolſ, of Vincheſter; Wi- 
Jinus, Aelſſtan, E pelric. Elmer, Sivingus, Brithwins, Brit- 
__ &c. all of them Monks of * 


Te noble Bennf ulfions given fo this 
C.H:VRCH. 


HOSE whogaveLands and Poſſeſſions to this Church 

were as follows: Arviragus, King of the Britons, tho' a 
"= gave to Joſeph of Arimat bea, and his Companions, 
this Iſland, then enclos'd with Buſhes and Marſhes ; which 
Aber wurds Lucius, the firſt Chriſtian King of Britain, con- 
firm'd to Phaganus and Diruvianus, Monks and. Cardi- 
nals, ſent by Pope Eleutberius to baptize him; the famous 
Britiſh King Arthur gave toit Brentmaris and Pouldon, with 
many other adjacent Lands ; King Domp, gave the Land 
.calfd Juſwitryn; King Kemwall gave Ferramere, and the 
two Iſlands of Wefterand Golews. as alſo thoſe of Rehery, 
Martineſey, 2 3 — King Kentwwin gave Moenba- 


ton, 


E 

ton, being 23 Higes, and 20 Higes in Cari, and three = 
Crucan; King Baldred gave 22 Hides, and the Fiſhery 
Peret; Biſho > 05 Heads 6 Hides; King Ina 73 Hides, Ada a 
Fiſhe TY 3 Bi Wilfrid 61 Hides ; Biſhop Forthere 1 
Hide; Abbeſs Fuels 3 Hides; King Athelard 70, his 
Queen Tregodida 5; King Cuthred 3; Tulla 10, Athel- 
bald 4; Sigebert 22; King Kenewulph 10; his Miniſter 
Athelard 3. St. Patrick obtain'd of Pope Celeftine 12 
Years Indulgence for ſuch as ſhould vifit the Church of 
the Virgin Mary, and adorn it with ſome part of their 
Goods; as appears by a Writing under his own Hand to 
be ſeen i in Dugdale.p. 11. | 


3 201 the Monk coming into England about the 
Ye ear 055 and converting the Engliſh, founded a Mona- 
ſtery of Benedictine Monks at Canterbury, and ſoon after, 
others were founded in ſeveral Places ; the ſame Order be- 
ing then alſo received at Glaſtonbury which as was ſaid be- 
fore had till then follow d the Inſtitutions of the Monks of 
Egypt, The Saxon or Engliſb Kings being converted re- 
ſtor'd to the Monks of Glaſtonbury many Lands, which kad 
been taken away by their Pagan Nene The glorious 
King Ina, Anno 725, gave great Poſſeſſions to the Church 
of St. Mary, as appears by his Grant in Dugdale p- 12 and 
3 and Gunded' 4 larger Church there in Honour of Our 
Saviour, and the holy . apr Peter and Paul, to the 
Eaſtward of the old Church. His Succeſſor Ethelard was 
no lefs a Benefactor to this Church, which alſo receiv'd 
great Endowments from Kenelbulpb, TN the Weſt 
Saxons and Brithtric, King of the ſame ; King Atbelſtan 
confirmed all the ſaid Gifts by his Grant. King Edmund 
likewiſe: gave to St. Dunſtan, Chrift-Maleford, Kington, 
Wadeton, Wathle, Mrington, Pokel-Church, and Eesford, 
amounting to 87 Hides and a half, with a Fiſhery. ELT 


gina, his Queen, by his Command, gave the Manor of 
"© Domerhan, 


(.a# 


n with Merton and Pedrington, being 100 Hides, 
as alſo Stave 8 Hides. All King Edmund's Gifts, and thoſe 
of his Miniſters, to the Monaſtery of Glaſtonbury, amounted 
to 368 Hides, to be held in the : Js Manner as he held 
his own Lands, with _— other Privileges, a8 Day, be 
Teen in his Charter, a | | 


23 Ea PRONE Eden "de to thi EDA 
Gifts ; as did his Succeſſors, King Edwin and King Ed- 
gar, by his Charter dated at London, Ann. 971, not 
only confirmed all former Grants, but added to them man 
Liberties and Immunities ; and particularly, that the ſaid 
Monaſtery, and ſome Pariſhes ſubject to it, ſhould he ex- 
empted from the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop, ſaving the 
Rites of the See of Rome and Canterbury, confirming to it 
215 Hides, granted to it by ſeveral Benefactors. The 
Kings Egelred and his Son Edmund added more Benefac- 


» Tons. . 1 


Hoping thus given an Account of the firſt Foundation 
and Riſe of the renowned Abbey of Glaſtonbury, collected 
from the Monaſticon of the hirked and accurate Sir William 
Dugdale, and from the Writings" of that famous antient 
Writer, William of Malmſbury, we ſhall now proceed to 
give an Hiſtorical Account of the Changes and Revolutions 
the Abbey has undergone, the great Privileges granted to 
them by ſundry Kings, and a Deſcription of what it was be- 
fore its Suppreſſion ; - taken from a very curious and rare 
Piece, publiſhed by that learned Antiquarian, Mr. Thomas 
Hearne, entitled, A Little Monument to the once famous 
NP and Sage of GLasToNBU RY : nee 12 

ir 
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Sir William Dugdale, and ſome of our beſt Ariguariant 


8 and Hiſtorians. of 1 | 
TPHIS Abbey has been rebuilt ſeveral Times ; the 


firſt Time at the firſt planting of Chriſtianity by St. 
Foſeph of Arimathea ; the ſecond by St. David, Archbi- 


ſhop of Menevia ; which being again run to Ruin, was 
raiſed 


up the third Time by twelve well affected Men in 


the North; and in the Year 708, Ina, King of the Weſt 
' Saxons, demoliſhed all the old ruined Buildings, and built 
the Abbey quite new the fourth Time. One of the Cha- 


pels belonging to it, he garniſhed over with Gold and Sil-' 
ver, and gave to it likewiſe Ornaments and Veſſels of all 


Gold and Silver; for the Gold (Plate) thereupon beſtowed, 
= amounted to 333 Pounds Weight, and the Silver (Plate) 
to two Thouſand eight Hundred and Thirty-five, beſides 
= the precious Gems embroidered in the celebrated Veſt- 


ments. Stowe and the Martirologe make a great deal more 
of this Benefaction. | 

Nor did this magnificent Prince ſtop his bountiful Hand 
here; for beſides the Land he beſtowed upon the Abbey, 
he confirmed to the Monks whatever had at any Time been 


given them by any of his Predeceſſors and ſtiles the Abbey 


in the Charter, Ecclgſia Britanniæ prima, & Fons & Origo 
totius Religionis,Tbe firſs Church of Britany, and the 
Fountain and Origin of all Religion. Moreover, he 


. granted them very great Privileges and Exemptions from 


the Biſhop's Authority, permitting the Monks to receive in 
the ſaid Monaſtery, or any Chapels annexed to it, the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Sacrament from whatſoever Biſhop they ſhould - 
think fit, ſo he were ſuch a one as was conformable to the 
Church in the Celebration of Eaſter; which Charter (be- 
ing witneſſed , by Burthwald, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
the then Metropolitan, by Daniel, Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
. C 2 Farareaus, 


— 


( 20 ) 
Fordredus, Biſhop of Sherborne, the then Ordinary of So- 

merſetſhite) was carried to Rome by King „ia himſelf, who 

got it confirmed by St. Gregory the Second, the then Po 
in the Year of CHRIST 725. e 


The Abbey of Glaſtonbury was a Sufferer in the ninth 
and tenth Ages, by the Incurſions of the Danes, yet it was 

* not deftroyed Mr. Broughton, in his Eceleſiaſtical Hiſ- 
tory, ſays it was miraculouſly ſaved e 4662 Fury, 

— by two of the Hanes being ſtricken blind: However, 
- amidft thoſe Confuſions, it was much neglected, which oc- 
caſioned the very Buildings to fall likewiſe to Ruin and 


In or about the Vear 942. King Edmund, the twenty- 
ſixth King of the Weſt Saxons, and twenty-ſeventh Mo- 
narch of the Engliſhmen, being willing to reſtore this Ab- 
bey to its antient Splendor, made St. Dunſtan A bbot of it, 
and permitted him to make free Uſe of his Treaſure to re- 

build it. Whereupon S. Dunſtan laid the Foundations, 
and deſigned the Offices according to a Pattern which he 

17 had out of France, and in a ſhort Time. finiſhed a noble 

© Monaſtery; into which he brought a Congregation of 
1 (new) Monks, whom he (being their Abbot) brought to 
ij ſuch Perfection of Life, that from nk them were aſ- 

ſiumed Biſhops and Archbiſhops, and Abbots, to many 

1 neighbouring Monaſteries: And to free the Minds of 

þ theſe Religious from all Diſtractions hindering, the Service 

of GOD, and likewiſe to add to their State, Splendor, and 


Power , King Edmund, in the Year 944, granted St. Hun- 
| Aan and his {onks a Charter, not only confirming all the 
hk and Donations formerly granted to their Prede- 


ceſſors by his Anceſtors King Edward, Alfred, Kentwyn, 

! Ina, Cuthred, and others, but diſcharged them from ſeve- 

WW ral Burthens, Duties, Contributions, and Subjections, and 

 . tak, | 5 . | gave 
/ . 
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gave them a Right and Power to receive Fines, puniſh 
Mae e ee Lands as free from all 
Claims as he enjoyed his own,,.. eſpecially the Town of 
Glaſtonbury itſelf. Theſe Privileges in the Charter are thus 
callbd, BURGHBRICE, HUNDREDSOCNA, ATH A8, 
| ORDELAS,, INFANGENE THEOFAS, HOMSOC- 
NA, FRITHBRICE, FORESTEALLE, TOLL, and 


= 


TEAME. 


This is the firſt Time that the Town of Glaſtonbary is 
mentioned in Books, though it. is prabable it was but a 
ſome Ages before, or elſe how could the Artificers, who * 
built this Abbey four Times before, have met with Ac- 
commodations. But more of this, when we come to treat 
öf the Town itſelf, which ſhall be when we have finiſhed 
what we have to ſay further of the Abbey. 17031 


: i 
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King Z4gar, in the Year 96 3, beſtowed upon, the Ab- 
bey the Manor of Stoure, alias Stouremiſter, and granted 
ſeveral Charters to it, ſome conveying to the Abbot and 

| his Monks more Lands, and ſome enlarging their Privileges. 
That dated at London in the Lear 971, adds to the Privi- 
leges granted by his Father, King Edmund, Socam and Sa. 
cam, on Strond and on Streeme, on Hode and on Feld; 
that is to ſay, Liberty to determine Pleas, and correct De- 
linquents on Strand and on Streame, in Wood and in 
Field, above Ground and under Ground: HUNDRED- 
SITENA, which was Privilege of Sanctuary in the Li- 
mirs of the Hundred; Calle Hord, which figniſies 
the appropriating to their own Uſe any hidden Treaſure 
found within their Territories: FORESTALL, that is to 
ſay, intercepting Proviſions coming to their Market; and 
beſides, any Monk of that Houſe, who met with a Male- 
factor going to the Gallows in any Part of the King- 
dom, could take him out of the Exccutioner's Hands, and 
| Es Te give 


„„ 
give Kin his Pardon. Moreover? King Edward, by this | 


Charter, exempts this Monaſtery, and the Pariſhesof Street, 
 Mireling, Budicle, Shapewick, Sowy, and the ſeveral Cha- 


pels within the ſaid Pariſhes, to wit. thoſe of Beckery, 


called Little Ireland, Godeny, Mortineſey, Ferramere, Pa- 


donberge, and Adredery, from the ordinary Juriſdiction of 
the Biſhop, except ſome ' Things, with a Salvo to the 
Church of Rome, and that of S e. 


in his Ecclefialtical Hiftor mentions ano- 


if ö - Mr. Creſſy, ry, ions ano 
"nt cher Charter of King Edgar's to the Abbey of Claſton- 


Bury; wherein, amongſt other Things, he granted, © That 
the Monks ſhould always be Electors of their own Ab- 
«© bot, who was to be choſen out of their own Body; 

" infomuch, that if the youngeſt and loweſt of all their 
4 Congregations were capable, they ſhould not have Re- 
© courſe for any Abbot Abroad; nor then alſo ſhould any 
&* be impoſed on them, without their Suffrage :** Only be 
reſerved to himſelf the Power of conferring the Crofter or 
Paſtoral Staff on the Perſon elected. Again, “ That all 


< Controverſies, as well in Secular as Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 


C ſhould be determined in the Abbot's Court: Likewiſe, 


That the Biſhop of Wells (the Ordinary of Somerſet- 
's ſhire) ſhould exerciſe no Juriſdiction over them, to call 
4 their Prieſts to his Synods, to ſuſpend any of them 


4 from the Divine Office, c. Theſe Charters of. Pri- 


vileges, with many other Secular Immunities, he cauſed 
_ firſt to be confirmed in a Synod of Biſhops and Nobles af- 
ſembled at London, and afterwards ſent them to Rome; 
where they were alſo confirmed by a Bull of Pope Jobn 
the thirteenth. One, if not both theſe Charters, King 
Edgar carried himſelf to Glaſtonbury; and that it might 
be perpetually valid, he (at the Delivery of it) laid 
Scepter upon the Altar of our Bleſſed Lady, together with 
the — 3 which Scepter was curiouſly made of _— 
der 
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After which he made the ſame Scepter to be cut into two 


Pieces, one half whereof he left with the Abbor, and 


kept the other half himſelf. This he did in the Time of 


4 Afeard, or, as Mr. Willis writes him, Elſtanus Abbor,: and 


in the fifteenth Year of his HR" which was in the Lear 


of Cuxisr, 974. 


King Exelred, or, as cle write kim,” Eibebed. 18 


Edgar s ſecond Son, beſtowed upon Sigegar, then Abbot, 


fix Hides of Land at Auſtancliſf, one Hide at Sitebeorge, 
a Manor at Puckle Church, containing thirty Hides of 
Land, and a Houſe he bought for forty Marks of Gold 
in Wilton. King Edmund the Second, Sirnamed Ironfide, 


Son to King Egelred, having been mortally wounded by 
the treacherous Duke Edrict, A. D. 1016, bequeathed ſe- 
venteen Hides to this Abbey, and his Body to be buried 
there. King Canutus, the Dane, about the Year 1030, 
| went to Glaſtonbury, to ſee the Tomb of King Edmund 
Tronfide, and there gave a very rich Pall, to lay on Ki 
Edmunds Tomb, embroidered with Apples of Gold ant 


Pearls, and at the ſame Time confirmed all the 1 


I that his Predeceſſors had granted to this Monaſtery... 


In the Year 1066, William the Conqueror ae BY 


| Monaſtery in its Poſſeſſions extreamly, and oppreſſed the 

| poor Monks to the laſt Degree in their Liberties and Pro- 

werd He ſeized on many of their Manors, and be- 
0 


wed them upon his Court Favourites. Amongſt other 


Places which he by Force took from them, he ſeized upon 
ſome of their Poſſeſſions at Wilton, and gave them to'Gef- 


frey de Magna Villa; and upon one Harding, the Son of 
Aednotb, a mighty Man and great Lawyer in thoſe Days, 


he beſtowed the Manors of Mzllis'and Lyme ; which, with 


other Poſſeſſions, were recovered by the Care and Induftry 


of the W Herleewinus, who became. Abbot of Gl 
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alſo. This Matter being examined into, it was found the 
Abbot was only to blame: Whereupon the Conqueror re- 
moved him, and ſent him back to Caen, into Baniſhment ;- 
and to make the Abbey of Glaſtonbury ſome Amends, he 
confirmed.to them ſome Lands they held at Middleton, 
Fulbroc, Brewes, Burnington, Lyme, Blakeford, and Win- 
ton, which the Monts complained to have been unjuſtly - 
taken from them : However, this unworthy Abbot got 
his Abbey again, after the Conqueror's Death, of his Son 
William Rufus, buying it of him for 500 Pound of Silver. 


Upon the Fray above related, ſeveral of the Monte 
withdrew from their Monaſtery, and were charitably re- 
ceived by ſome Biſhops into their Palaces, where they 
continued till Turſtine's Death; after which they returned 
thither, and then che Abbey began again to pick up, by 
the prudent Management of his Succeſſor, Herlewinus, 
who was made Abbot in the Year 1102. This good Pre- 


W late not only purchaſed ſeveral of the Poſſeſſions that had 


been alienated in the Conqueror's Time from his Abbey, 
but likewiſe began to build the Church a new; which at 
that Time, through near 400 Years ſtanding, was again run 
to Decay. This good Precedent given by Herlewinus, 


was exemplarily followed by the next Succeſſor but one, 
Henry de Blois, who being Nephew to King Henry the Firſt, 


and Brother to King Stephen, had great Intereſt at Court, | 
which he employed in benefitting his Abbey; for under- 


| ſtanding the Manors of Melles, Uſaculum, Camelarton, 


Domerham, and ſome other Tenements in the Pariſhes of 
Siſton, Afhcote, and Pedewell, had been formerly belonging 
to his Monaſtery, he recovered them of his Uncle, King 
Henry, in the Year of CHRIST 1126, and got a Confirma- 
tion of the Manor of Offco/me from his Brother, King Ste. 


pben, in the Year 1136, which had been violently reſted 


from his Monks in the Time of the Conqueror. i. og 
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In the Year 1184, according to Mr. Willis, a nice En- 
quirer into Antiquity, the whole Monaſtery (except Part 
of the Abbot's Lodgings, and the Steeple) were con- 
ſumed: Upon which Bilaſter, King Henry the Second 
ſent one of his Chamberlains viz. Ralph Fitz Stephen, thi- 
ther, to take Care of the Revenues ; who began, and in a 
great Manner finiſhed a new Church, and the Offices of 
the Houſe : And whilſt Ralph Fitz Stephen was employ*'d 
there in building, King Henry (by the Perſuaſion of Hera- 
clius, Patriarch of Feruſalem, „ e Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, Richard, Biſhop of Wincheſter, Bartholomew, Bi- 
ſhop of Exeter, and many others of the Nobility) carefully 
examined and ſearched into the Truth and Authority of 
the antient Charters, and Privileges granted to the Abbey 
of Glaſtonbury; and finding them to be authentick, he by 
a new. Charter confirmed to this Monaſtery whatever had 
been granted 1 to it boy any of his Anceſtors or Predeceſſors. 


But King Henry the e ogg: not to ſee the Build- 
ings of Glabonbury Abbey. finiſhed ; for they were not 
perfected till near five Years, after his Death, that is to ſay, 
till in or near the Year 1793, in the Reign of his Son, 
King Richard the Firſt, and whilſt Henry de Saliaco was 
Abbot there : In whoſe Time alſo was found the Tombs 


of the famous King Aribur, and his Wife, Queen Guine- 


ver; of whom, and the finding of which, we will eive 
ſome further Account. by and |: . 


King Richard the Firſt having been 2 Bol Priſoner i in 


© Germany, at his Return from the Holy Land, Henry the 
Sixth, the then Weſtern Emperor, injoined Leopold, Duke 


of Auſtria, who had taken the King Priſoner, - That one 
of the Conditions for his Releaſement ſhould be, to make 
Savaricus (who was Kin to the Emperor, and at that Time 


here in England Archdeacon of W Biſhop of 


Bath 


wk. Sa 8 ah © 49 As. a. 


a d w 


Q 


| 


D ed 0 


of Glaſtonbury, and annexed it to the See of Wells, ſtiling 


G 
Bath and Wells, and to annex the Abbatſhip of Glaſton- 
bury to that Biſhoprick. To effect this, Henry de Saliaco, 
at that Time Abbot of Glaſtonbury, was promoted to the 
See of Worceſter, then vacant by the Death of Roberi Fitz 
Ralph, Biſhop of that Place, and Savaricus was preferred 
to the Biſhoprick of Wells; and to make the Matter the 
more eaſy to the King, Savaricus was content to reſtore to 
the Crown the City of Bath, which Jobn de Villula, once 
Biſhop of this Dioceſe, had forty-five Years before 
bought of William Rufus, and to which Place he had re- 
moved his See from Wells. Matters being thus brought 
about, Savaricus ſucceeded Henry de Saliaco in the Abbey 


himſelf Biſhop of Glaſtonbury. Upon which a great 
Controverſy enſued, and the Monks elected in the Year 
1199, William Pica for their Abbot ; but this Election was 
very highly conteſted, even to Excommunication: Where- 
upon William Pica repaired to Rome, to the Pope, and 
died there. But Savaricus did not ſurvive long, nor did 
this Controverſy end with his Death, which happened in 
the Year 1205 ; for Joceline, his Succeſſor in the See of 
Wells, continued his Claim to the Abbey, which he kept 
on Foot for above twelve Years, and then the Contention 
was ended, by the Monks parting with the Biſhoprick of 
Wells, the Manors of Minchcomb, Pucklechurch, Blackford 
and Cranmer, and the Patronage of the Benefices of }7nf- 
comb, Pucklechurch, Afſhbury, Chriſt Malford, Buckland and 
Blacłford. This Agreement was made at Shafteſbury, the 
eighth Day after the Feaſt of Sr. John the Evangeliſt, in 


the Year 1218. 


Fifty- eight Years after this Agreement, viz. on the 11th + 
Day of September, 1276, there happened a dreadful Earth- 
quake that threw down St: Mirbael's Church upon the 
Torr. This Church, beyond all Diſpute, was afterwards, 


© 0 JJ 


built up again, ſince the Editors of the Monaſticon a 
that the Church upon the Torr fell in King Henry the 
Eighth's Days with the Abbey: Beſides, it would cer- 
tainly be an Injury to the Zeal and Piety of our devout 
Anceſtors, to imagine they would not rebuild a Church 
held by their Predeceſſors in ſo great Veneration; but it 
does not appear by whom or when it was rebuilt. Ir is 
- probable the Abbey itſelf was conſiderably damaged by 
that Earthquake, ſince Geoffry Fromont, who became Ab- 
bot here in the Year 1303, began in his Time the Great 
Hall, and made the Chapter Houſe in the Middle. Wal- 
ter de Tanton, his Succeſſor, made the Front of the Choir, 
Walter Monnington, the Preſbitery, which he alſo enlarged. 
Jobn Chinnock, Abbot, Monington's Succeſſor, perfected the 
Great Hall and Chapter Houſe, which had been begun by Fro- 
mont, and built a new the Cloiſter, Dormitory, and F ratery. 
All which Buildings one would think could ſcarce have 
run ſo to Decay in leſs than 190 Years, had they not been 


ſhattered by the ſaid FH ge. © 


Proofs that. S:. Joſeph of Arimathea 
came 70 Glaſtonbury. 


N 18500 that ſome Modern Authors . taken 
Pains to diſcredit the receiv'd Tradition of Fo/zph of 
We 5 coming into Britain, it may not be unfit to 
add a few lines in Vindication of what has been here de- 
liver'd from Sir Wi lliam Dugdale. Firft by a Nene * left 
by 


| r William Dugdale, Mr. Dodſworth and Camden all 
\ Proteſtants, have look'd upon this Writing of St. Patrick 
i... fo worthy of Credit, and of ſo great Hirhavity as to ſet it 
\ down at large in their Works : z from whence we ſhall tran- 
ſcribe the Whole, and give it our Readers by and "9 for their 


* Satisfaction. 


(29) 


by St. Patrick, who (as has been ſaid) was born in the 
Year 361, and teſtifies, that he ſaw a Writing of St. Pha- 
ganus and Diruvianus, wherein they atteſt the Coming to 

Glaſtonbury of the twelve Diſciples of the Apoſtles Philip 
and Jacob; and in another Writing he found, that the 
ſaid Phaganus and Diruvianus had reſided there nine Years. 
This Epiſtle or Writing of St. Patrick, is quoted by Cap- 
grave above 300 Tears ago; and there are two ancient 
Manuſcripts of it in the Cotton Librar. | 


. - Another Teſtimony we have from St. David Biſhop of 
Menevia or St. David's taken by William of Malmſbury, 
from the Antiquities of Gl/aſponbury importing that the 
ſaid St. David intending to conſecrate the Chureh was for- 
bid by our Saviour, affirming the ſame to have been 
done by himſelf, and piercing his Hand in Token of the 
Truth of the Viſion, which appear'd ſo the next Day to 
all the Monaſtery, till his Hand was at. the Morning 
Service reſtor'd whole, as had been promis'd in the 

Viſion. | | 1 3B 1s 3 * 


A Third Witneſs is St. Auguſtin the Monk, and A- 
poſtle of the Engliſh, who in an Epiſtle to Pope Gregory 
the Great mentions, what has been ſaid above as a re- 
ceived Tradition at that Time; and this Letter is quoted 
by Godwin in his Catalogue of Biſhops, and by Archbiſhop 
Uſher ; Capgrave allo affirms the building of the ſaid 
Church, in the Life of St. Foſeph and Dr. Fuller ſpeaking 
of it, admires the Simplicity of the then Chriſtians Devo- 
tion, becauſe as has been ſaid, it was built of Hurdles, 
which is granting the Fact. 5 


3 636 


5235 


The laſt Teſtimonial we ſhall add is a very ancient 
Infcription cut in Braſs, and formerly affix'd to a Pillar 
in Glaſtonbury Church, which Biſhop Godwin, in his Ca- 
talogue of Biſhops brings as a Proof of St. Zoſeph's coming 
into Britain; and Sir Henry Spelman tranſcribes it into his 
Collection of Councils, being as follows: In the 31ft Year 
gfter the Paſſion of our Loxp, twelve Holy Men (among 
whom Joleph of Arimathea was Chief) came to this Place, 
and here built the. fir Church of this Kingdom ; ' which 
CarisT, in Honour of his Mother himſelf Dedicated, toge- 
ther with a Place for their Burial, as St. David Biſhop of 
Menevia 7e/tify*d, who having an Intention to conſecrate it, 
our LokD appearing in a Vifion by Night to bim, forbid 
bim, and moreover, for a Sign that our Loxp bad formerly 
dedicated the Church, together with the Church-yard, he. 
with his Finger bored thro' the Biſbop's Hand, which, was 
ner Day ſeen by many Perſons ho Nerc d. L 


' Afterwards the ſame Biſhop by divine Revelation, and 
upon Occaſion of the encreaſing Number of Holy Perſons 
there, added a Chapel to the Faſt Side of this Church, and 
confecrated it to the Honour of the bleſſed Virgin, the Al- 
tar of which he adorn'd with Saphire of ineſtimable Value 
for a perpetual Memory hereof : And leſt the Place, or 
Quantity of the former Church, by ſuch Additions, ſhould 
come to be forgotton, this Pillar was erected in a Line 
drawn by the two Eaſtern Angles of the Church South- 
ward; which Line divides the aforeſaid Chapel from it. 
Now the Length of it, from the ſaid Line towards the 
ar was php the Breadth 26, and ee 
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'* This Plate of Braſs with the Inſcription : was ſome Years 
ago in the Cuſtody of Thomas Hewes, of the City of Wells, 
Ei; 


1 


(* b I 


the ſaid Centre: of the Pillar, from the Middle Point be- 
tween the aforeſaid Angles, contained 48 Feet. 


Biſhop Upper, in his Primord. Eccleſ. Anglic. brings ano- 
ther T 3 of $7. Joſeph's being buried at Glafoubury, 
from that he calls the Great Table of that Place, where 
are theſe Words: In this Church do repoſe the Bodies of 
twelve Diſciples of our Lox D; of whom St. Joleph of 
Arimathea, who buried our LorD, was the Chief and Su- 

rior : Many Pagans alſo, converted to the Paith of CHRIST, 
and baptized by them, do reſt bere likewiſe , the Multitude 
of whom is for their Number ſo great, that _ canuot be 

rahmen 


Is a Cave under Ground, | over renin a | Chapel was 250 2 1 
terwards built in Honour of this Saint, was allo found che | 
following Epitaph of great Antiquity : _ 

Ad Britones Veni 

Poſtquam Chriſtum ee ; 
= MDaocui Nequievi. 5 
That is, After T had buried CHRIST, I came #0 1. 

Britons; 1 lang br them and reſted. 


Biſhop Godwin n For Foſe ph of Fa the 
| “ Teſtimonies-of his coming hither, and his Actions here, 
ö * they are ſo many, ſo clear and pregnant, as an indifferent 
«© Man cannot but diſcern that there is ſomewhat in it. | 


Archbiſhop Ulber bucher writes, That the ſaid S7. Jo- 

; ſeph and his Companions brought over in two Veſſels ſome 

5 of the Blood and Water which flowed from the Side af our 

SAVIOUR, When pierced on the Croſs, which he delivers as 
he found it in antient Manuſcripts : Much more may be 

; faid to this Purpoſe, but the Teſtimonies of two ſuch great 

: Men as Archbiſhop Uſher and ** Godin are of 
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Hall or great Refectory. 
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Weight N to oppoſe againſt ſuch as have endeavour'd 
to difcredit this (till of late) uncontroverted Tradition. 


4 Deſcription of wax odor renowned | 1 
Abbey once was, and of its Ruins Wb 
\a of ace US Diſſolution. 


YI HE Incloſure was of a "Quadeingylar Figure, 
and ſhut up with ſtrong High Stone Walls. It 
contained ſixty Acres in Circuit, and it ſtood 


| upon 4 a litte ſort of a Riſe at the Foot of the 7 orr, which 


bounded it on the Eaſt. The South Side of it was bounded 
by a Marſhy Ground, called Allar-Mo or, and the Weſt | 


and the North Part of it was bounded by the Town of 


Glaſtonbury, the Walls of the 1 N one Side of 
the Streets of the Town. | 


The Gear Entiarice into the Able. was on the Wet | 
Side, which led you unto St. Joſeph's Chapel and the 
Great Church. On the North inclining to the Weſt, 
ſtood this Church and Chapel. South of the Church ſtood 
The Cloyſter, and on the South-Side of the Cloyſter the 
South of the great Refector ry | 
Food the Abbot's Apartment, and Weſt of the - Abbot's } 


Apartment the Kitchen: Where the Sacriſty and Trea- 
fury, the Chapter Houſe, Fratery and Infirmary, the | 


Gueſt Houſe,” Library and Scriptorium, the Common | 
Room, Eleemoſynarium, and Wardrobe, the Lavatory, | 
the King's Lodgings, the Apartment for Secular Prieſts 
and Clerks of our Lady; the Boys Apartment and their 
School ſtood, I cannot find, there being no Sign or Mark 
of theſe Buildings now remaining, the Stones and Rub- 


biſh of theſe Buildings being taken away for the Benefit of 


Aa _—_ to make the beſt of his 8 
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The Figure of the Church, as one may perceive by the 
Remains (for there are ſome of the Ruins of it yet ſtan d- 
ing) was built in the form of a Croſs. The Length of 
the lower Part of it was ſixty two Paces to the Interſec- 
tion. The Head of the Croſs was ſixteen Paces long, and 
twenty-eight Paces broad. The Choir was fifty Paces 
long, and the Breadth of the Church thirty Paces. 
be ſhort, the Length of the Church with St. Fo/e 55 
Chapel extended itſelf 200 Paces or 580 Feet, ſo 425 
Glaſtonbury Church appears to have been confiderably 
larger than St. Paul's in London now is. And doubt- 
leſs it was as well ſtored with Chappels and Altars, 
tho? I can recover the Names but of five, beſides the High 
Altar, St. Foſeph's Chappel, and the Chapel in the Holy 
Church- yard, built in the Honour of St. Michael, 
St. Joſeph of Arimathea, and _ Saints in ra that 


reſted there. * 


The fer Chappels I have Geobberecd were firſt that of St. 
Edgar, which ſtood (as I conceive) juſt behind the Choir. 
It was built but little before the Diſſolution of the Abbey, 
being begun by Abbot Beere, and finiſhed by Abbot hi- 
ing. In the North Ally of the Choir ſtood St. Mary's 
Chapel. In the South Ifle St. Andrew's. In the North = 
Side of the Nave of the Church ſtood the Chapel of our 
Lady of Loretto, and on the South End ts the Nave e | 


— Chapet of the Foy ys ng arc Þ 


51. was as well hard with. ancient curious Monu- 
ments, as any Church of the Kingdom. I have recovered 
he Names of fix Kings and a Queen, of five Dukes, four 
Biſhops, ſixteen Abbots, with the three following who 
ere buried in the Chapter Houſe , vix- Robert firſt 
Prior of WVincbeſter and then Abbot here, William Vi- 
por and! Chr CHE Nw fix IE Fae 5. in ote — 

E ay 


5% (34) 
lay here interr d. For, . beſides King, Arthur and his 
Queen Guinever, of whoſe Tombs we are to giye a fur- 
ther Account hereafter) there were here buried Goel the ſe- 
cond, Father to St. Hellen, and Grandfather to Conftan- 
Fine the Great z Kentuyn King of the Welt Saxons.; King 
Edmund the firſt 3 St. Edgar, and King Edmund. Iron/ide. 

The Dukes which lay here intombed, were, Alpber, A. 
thelſtan, Elwyn, and Humphry Stafford, Duke of De von- 

Hire. The four Biſhops, whoſe Bones reſted here, were 
Hedda, who was the third Biſhop of the See of Wincheſter; 
Britbevold, who was the eighth Biſhop of Milton; Brith- 
wyne, who was the twelfth Biſhop of Wells; and Seſfride, 
who, from being the zöth Abbot of Glaſtonbury, Was 
made the 29th Biſhop of Chicheſter, The other . thirteen 
_ Abbots, which laid. here /interr*d in the Chuch, were 
Michael de Ambresbury, Robert Pederton, Fobn. de 2 anton, 
John de Kantia, Geffrey Fromont, Walter Taunton alias 
Hec, Adam Sadbury, Fobvi Braynton, Walter Moningten, 
- Nicolas Frome, Walter More, John Selwood and Richard 
Bere. The ſix Perſons of Note, who lay here buried, 
were Hugh:Monnington, S. T. D. Brother to Abbot Mo- 
uington, Abbot Sedbury's Father and Mother, John Biclo. 
nell, William Semar and Thomds Stowell, Knights. All 


that I have been able to learn more of this Church is, That 


it had a curious Clock in it, which ſtood on the South 
Side of it, made by Peter Lightfoot a Monk of this 
Houſe. That there were ſix goodly Windows on the 
Top of the Eaſt Side of it; and that there were ſeven 
Great Bells in the Tower, which were the Benefaction 10 
Auen Sadbury, whilſt he was ; Abbot. gs 


| Joyning to the Church was the Sacriſty c or "i On 
which Side of the Church it ſtood, I cannot tell; but 
know it was a large Room, wherein were kept the Chalices, 
which were in daily uſe, and all the ſacred Veſtments. It 
Was there the Priefts and 12 Aſſiſtants veſted, and 2 
| ; that 


» 
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that reaſon it wad called theSacriſty, from the keeping * 
the Sacruria. It was full of Cupboards, and Drawers, 
and ſuch like Conveniences for keeping and locking up the 
Holy Utenfitvand Church Stuff. There were in jt like- 
wiſe Conveniences for keeping Wine, Bread, Candles, In- 
cenſe, etc. anda Ciſtern and Fowels for the Prieſts to waſh 
their Hands before they went to the Alta. gol i: 


And within the Sacriſty or near it ſtood the Church 
Treafury; herein were kept all the ſacred Relicks, which 
were not daily expoſed, or placed in or on the ſeveral Al- 
tars; all the Jewels and Church Plate which was not daily 
in uſe; the Miters; Croſiers, Cruces Pedtorales, and, in a 
Word, all the Pontificatia, and richeſt Ornaments that 
belong? ch to the Church. The Relicks, for the moſt part, 
were ſet in Silver or in Chriſtall, and decently placed on 
Shelves, as were likewiſe the Plate Candlefticks; and the 
moſt valuable Church Stuff was kept in Preſſes and Ward- 
robes, which were made either of Iron or very ſtrong 
Wainſcot. Before the Relicks there was either a Rail or 
Bench, for People to kneel againſt and ſay? their Prayers. 
And here generally the Prieſts ſaid their Preparations, be- 
fore they 2 nt to Maſs, and their Prayers of Thankſgiving, 
after they had done. In this Room or the Sacriſty, or 
perhaps in both, ſtood a Confeſſional for the Benefit of 
thoſe, who deſired to go to Confeſſion before they went to 
the Altar! The Care of the Church, and the Cuſtody of 
the Sacriſty and the Church Treaſury, were committed tal 
the Serge or de ne e was e, the I a 
tiarii. 5 


The Cboyſter was a Bee Place with Walks or \ ideas 


round it, ſupported with Peers or Pillars, between which 


were Windows, and within the Square there was a Flower 
Garden. The chief Uſe of it was for the Monks to make 


their Proceſſions, and to bury: ſuch of the Religious as 
E 2 | were 
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were not the chief Superiors: For they, if I miſtake not, 
were buried in the Church or elſe the Chapter-Houſe. In 
the Cloyſter there were Doors to the Chapter-Houſe, Re- 
fectory, Fratery, etc. and to the ſeveral Stair Caſes. 
cannot give the Dimenſions of the Cloyſter, their being 
no Marks of it remaining, nor any Scale, th ancalure; the 
Buildings by, ſet down i in the Monaſticon. e b ig 


In one of the Aon; of the Cloyſter ſtood the Chup- 
ter-Houſe, which was a large Place, where the Monks met 
for the Acknowledgement and Correction of their Faults, 
Spiritual Conferences, and the Determination of thoſe Spi- 

ritual and Temporal Concerns, which required the Aſſent 
of the whole Houſe. At the upper End of it there was an 
Elbow Chair for the Abbot to ſit in, and about it joining 
to the Wall there were Benches for the Religious to ſit on. 
In the Chapter-Houſe laid buried, Abbot Chinnock, who 
finiſh'd it, and, if I miſtake not, ſeveral of the nou and 
| fome of the Sack. | | 01 


The Great Hall o or Rebotigeyim was a . — imberein. all 
the profeſt Monks eat daily together. There were in it 
ſeven long Tables, about which joining to the Wall, there 
were Benches for the Monks to ſit on. The Table at the 
upper End was for the Abbat, (when he dined with his 
Community) the Priors, and the other Heads of the Houſe. 
The two next Tables were for thoſe Religious which were 
Prieſts. The two next were for ſuch as were in Orders, 
but were not Prieſts; and ſuch as deſigned to enter into 
holy Orders. One of the two lower Tables, that is toſay, 
the lower Table on the Right-Hand of the Abbot, was 
likewiſe for ſuch as were to take Orders, that the other 
tao middle Tables could not hold; and the lower Table 
on the Left- Hand of the Abbot was for the Lay Brothers. 
In ſome convenient Place of the Refectory there was a Pul- 


PE with a Deſk, wherein one of the Religious, at the 
| a Election 
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Election and Appointment of the Abbot, or or other Pre- 
ſiding Superior, daily read ſome Part of the Old and New 
Teſtament at Dinner and Supper time. The Editors of 
the. Monaſticon in one of their Cutts give us the Situation 
and the imperfect Dimenſions of it, and ſhew, that it ſtood 
on the South Side of the Cloyſter, and tell us, that it was 
22 Paces broad and 80 Feet high. Some part of * 


N Wall Was MWading in Sr 1712.1 


There 8 Offices to. the, ae * little 
ere a Buttery, and the Cellar. The little Laya= 
tory. was the Place where the Monks waſhed. their, Hands 
before Meals. I his Room had a Ciſtern in it with Water, 
Ambrys, and Preſſes of thorough carved Works to give 
Air to the Towels which were there kept. The, Buttery, 
or, as others call it, the Fantry, was a Place, wherein Mas 
kept the Table Linen, Salt Sellers, and Mazers, that is 
to ſay, Drinking Cups, which were, I preſume, of Silver, 
becauſe in ſome Benedictine Abbeys beyond Seas the 
Monks Drinking Cups are of Silver. They held eld about a 
Pint, and each Monk had his Mazer placed before him in 
the Refectory clean waſhed and filled. Theſe and the like 
Neceſſaries were kept, in Cupboards,, called. in thoſe. Days 
Ambrys, which were made of thorough carved Work to 
let in the Air, to the end that all Things, therein, locked 


27 Here the Auther preſumes the. Monks of Glaſtonbury's 
Drinking Cups were of Silver, becauſe the Monks Drinking 
Cups in ſome Benedictine Abbeys are ſo now. But, we.-muſt 


not argue from the. preſent Cuſtoms, io thoſe of Antiquity... 1 


ſhould rather think they were (at leaſt very often ): Waeden 
Cans, ſuch as I. find in an old Inventory, taken in Edward 
the third*s Time, of the Priory of Poghley in Berks, which 
Priory confiſted of. e e id the (TT * Ss Au. 
guſtine. e | 3 
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„ fight de kept fweer. The Celler dai the Placd 
Where the Wine, cet and Ale that was ſpent in the Com- 
unity, as eonſtantiy kept. The Charge of the Great 
Fal, and cheſe three Offices: belonging to it, was com 

tate d 75 the Cullarius, ad was anther of the Oben 
Hay ii. TE: 1:1: 33 ier 26 
510 160 4 HOC, ick T5 d 
In whieh of the Keys of the loyiter . Rods tie atery, 
I cannot tell, but am ſure it ſtoodi in one of them, and that 
. Was an APartinent for che Növices. In if were ſeveral 
Offices, ſeparate and diſtinct ffom the Main and Principal 
Offices of the Abbey: Amonęſt others a Refectory, Cam- 
men Rob; Lavithry and Dormitory. It was built by 
ABBot” Chiunbc t, about fi br ſeven Tcore Years" before the 
Diflelition'of Menaflefits, and was goverhꝰd by one of the 
Prof wl was alſo Miſter of the Novices. Theſe were 
che PfinoiB al Offices and Apartments in the Cloyſter; but, 
Perhaps, chere wefe ore Yet not. being Certain: whether 
mere Were of Were not, L hall go uß Stairs, and Farvey the 
Gallery, Wich (if this” Abbey was built” as fbmeé orher 
Abbeys abfbad of ene eee Order ate, à8 1 
uthe it was) ſtood ne Pair of Stairs high, and whe 
difefly over the Cloyſter, and in it was the Library, the 
Payatrdry, tlie Warthfobe, the Common Houſe and the 
1 "Preakity © * 11,8 5 5 81 4 2 phe 


mmm Ties ai the® Place; Sele de Bbbky of the 
were kept, How very numeroùs and full it was of 
Shofce and valuable Books, may be gueſt at by what the 
learned Leland reports 'of- it, who ſaw it in Aer Ni. 
Time, which could not be above ſixteen” Fears be- 

fofe the Abbey was diſſolv'd. He ſays, © That he was 
"116" ſooner got over the Threſhold of the Library, dix 
Kierte limen intruverum, cum antigiiſimorum librorum ve! 


q [Jus el hs neſcio an Auporem, one in 
0 cu- 
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i A meg, eague de cauſſa pedem paululum fiſteham. 
4 Deinde, ſolutato lock 'Numine, per dies als uot amnes for 
<« rules curigſlſime excuſſi. Inter vero excutiendums. pr ter 
« alia multa admirande. 5 exemplaria, 1 50 frag- 
te mentum libri g Melchino {cripte,, etc. but that he was 
20 1 with ee e and a e 3 at the 1671 Nh — 


* re 


2 « there n met dots and that, in Tumaging he 1 ay 
e mong other Books, a broken Piece of Fo ry, Written 
« by Melchinus an Avalonian, who wrote ahout the Lear 


6 of our Redemption 360. And no wonder it was ſo 
« well furniſhed with Books, ſince there belonged to.it.2 


2 aden e 


The Scriptorium Was a Place pF bb to the Libram, 
where there were ſeveral, Monks . conſtantly employ'd in 
compoſing and. tranſcribing. good Books for the Uſe of the 
Library. Though they wrote Miſſals, Breviaries, Antiy 
phonalia, and other Books uſed in Divine Service, and the 
Leiger Books,; yet generallyy they, were upon other 
9 (viz..) Fathers, Claſſicks, Hiſtories, etc. Doctor 

Tanner brings this Abbey of Glabnbury for an Inſtance of 
the Care the Monks in general took, to encreaſe the Num- 
ber of good; Books. He gives us a Catalogue upwards 
of fifty Volumes, which were. tranſcribed in 


one 
lingle Abbot's Time. And it is highly probable, there 


belonged to the Library a Cabinet of Coins, Medals, 


Pretious Stones, and the like Curioſities, ſuch ſort. of Ca- 
binets being eth e in Libraries. belonging to 


Abbeys beyond Seas. If there was one, it was committed 
to the care of the Dane, as de 0 ebene ow 
eue, „ 97 
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The Lavatory was u Place, where the Monks - waſhed 
ets Hands and Faces, and therefore? in this Room there 
was a great Ciſtern or Conduit with ſeveral Cocks, which 
was always ſupplied with Water by the Camerurius, as he 
aw occaſion, who did alſo provide them with Towels, 
which were ſhut up in Ambrys or Preſſes of thorough carved 
Work, to let in the Air. Joining to dhe Lavatory was 
the Shaving Room. . 


The Wirdrobe Was ks: Place, ede al this Mont 
Cloathing and Bedding were kept, and in this Office were 
the Taylery, where there were Taylors conftantly em- 
ploy'd in making and mending of Habits. ' This Apart- 
ment t and the hos, Fa were > under the Cate of the Camera- 


* 
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The Common Houſe, or rather Common "Weg was a 
Place where a Fire was kept all the Winter, for the Monks 
to come and warm themſelves at, being allowed no Fire 
but that only; except the Maſters and Officers of the TR 
who had their ſeveral Fires. * 


The dan mon Trevfiry was the Place, ahite the ty 
May, the Charters, Regiſters, Leiger Books, Eviden- 
ces, and Accounts of the Abbey were kept in ſtrong 


Cheſts and Preſſes of Iron, and where Neighbouring Gen- 


tlemen (if they pleaſed) placed by the Abbot's Favour their 
Deeds or Writings, for better Security. This Place, I 
preſume, had not ſo much as a Peg of Wood in it, but 
was all built of Stone to prevent Fire; and was carefully 
plaiſter'd up, in every Chink and Corner, to prevent Rats 
and Mice getting in. I'fay I preſume it was ſo built, be- 
cauſe the Treaſury of the Abbey of Laycock, which is in 
the Neighbourhood of Glaſtonbury, and which is yet ſtand- 
ing, is thus carefully built. The Care of the Treflury 


was committed to the Treaſurer, who had for his Aſſis- 
* A ; 1 8 | - ance, 
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tance, anlbther Monk utider kim; called the Under Treg. 
ſurer. The laſt who bore theſe Offices were John Thorne; . 
and Roger: James, the two Monks which were executed 

with Abbot In Rating on RO for dans * „An 


u r e n EY 1 | 
And no T hall lead my Reader 55 another Pair of 


Stairs; and ſurvey the Dorter or Dormitory; Which was 


the Place where the Monks lodged and had their Chani- 
bers. It was built over the Cloyſter and Gallery, and had 
Alleys quite round it. In the Alleys were Doors to each 
Chamber. Every Monk had his Chamber to himſelf; 
which was cloſe Waitiſcotted but ſmall. In each Chamber 
there was a Window by reaſon of the Partition between 
Chamber and Chamber; but ne Chimney. In each Cham- 
ber there as a narrow Bedſtead, big enough ts hold one - 
Perſon and no more. Upon the Straw Bed there was à 


Flock Bed; commonly called a Matraſs; a'coarle Blanket; 


a Rug aid a Bolſter of Straw er Flocks: By the Bedfide 
there was a Priez Dien or Deſk to kneel at; with a Cru- 
cifix upon it; anether Deſk and Table; with Shelves and 
Drawers for Books and Paper; and a Chair at each End of 
the Dortoir Alleys; and likewiſe in the Middle of cacti 
Dortoir there were Creſſets of Larthorris wrought in Stone; 
with Lamps in them, to give Light to the Monks, when 
they roſe in the Night to their Mattens, or on other neceſ- 
fary Occations. Dr. Saunders and Father Reyner ſay, there 
mA one hundred Rehigious more or lefs within this Houſe 
at the Time of it's Suppreſſion, from whence I preſume 
there muſt have been, at keaſt; two Dormitories; to con- 
tain Cells enough for ſo numerous à Community. For 1 
cannot conceide how there could be above 48. Cells in a 
Dormitory: The Dortoir or ee was 5 under 9 93 
Care of the Camtrarius. Sr 
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The Infirmary was an Apartment for the Sick, and 
therefore as ſoon as any of the Religious ſickened, they 
were conveyed hither, Where they had Fire and all other 
Conveniences that can poſſibly be imagined, as: well for this 
as the other World: St. Benedicb in his Rule expreſly com: 
manding his Children, above all Things, te take care of 
the Sick, and that they , ſhould ſerve | the Sick, as, they 
would - ſerve Chriſt himſelf. There belonged to this Az 
partment. a Chappel, ſeveral Chambers with Furniture fit 
for ſick People, a ſeparate Common Rom, a ſeparate 
Kitchen, the Dead Man's Chamber, which: was the Place 
where the Dead were carried, as ſoon as in Decency they 
could be removed out of their Beds, where the Corps laid, 
till it was waſh'd, cleansꝰd and clothed. in the Habit, that 
it might be conveyed to the Church to be expoſed and in- 
terred. Whether there were any Apothecary's Shop and 
Phyſick Garden belonging to this Infirmary, 1 cannot 
ſay. But tis highly probable. there were; ſince 
L have ſeen ſuch Conveniences in Monaſteries of far leſs Ac- 
count than this of Glaſtonbury was, from whence the Neigh- 
bourhood, particularly the poor ſort of People, have their 
Drugs and Medicines gratis. This Apartment was under 

the Care of the ufirmarius, who had a Cook and other 

handy Servants under him to aſliſt him in the due Execu- 
arne. . 1 2 9 


> flattered myſell, that 1 ſhould give a Pi 0d De⸗ 
ſeription of the Abbot's Apartment, but not meaſuring 
it when I was upon the Spot, I find it will he alſo imper- 
ect. For the Notion I have of it's Dimenſions does not 
agree with the Platform we haye of. it in the Monaſticon. 
However, what J ſhall ſay of it, I hope will be ſufficient 
for the Reader to form an Idea of it, though ] do not give 
him it's Dimenſions. Some Part of it was ſtanding, in 
September 1712, but a little while after it was taken down, 
a che beſt S e e in Building a little neat 
new 


— 
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new I PR South-Weſt Side of the Incloſure. It 
ftood, as I have already obſerved, South of the Great 
Hall, and the main of the Building ran North and South. 
The Front of; it was towards the Weſt, and was built al- 
moſt in tlie Form of a Great Roman E, only at the North 
and South End of it, it jutted out ſome Yards at each End. 
It was only three Stories high, and, as near as I can remem- 
ber, had ten large Stone Windows on each Floor in the 
Front. To come into this Apartment you mounted half 
a dozen or more large handſome Stone Steps, which. let 
you in to ſeveral ſtately Rooms, which, for the moſt part, 
were all wainſcotted with Oak, the Cieling as well as the: 
Sides of the Room. In divers Pannels of the Wainſcot 
(particularly in the Cielings and over the Chimnies) t there 
were neatly. carved the Arms of England, quarterly France 
and England, and the Coat of Arms of the Abbey, which- 
was Vert, a Croſs Bottone Argent, in the firſt Quarter, our 
Bleſſed Lady, with our Saviour in her Right Arm and a 
Scepter in her Left, all Or, being the Coat of Arms, that 
was born by our famous Britiſh King Arthur, who, in all 
likelihood, honoured this Abbey fo far, as to beſtow. this 
Coat upon them. But to return to the Apartment. Up one; 
Pair of Stairs, at the South Eaſtern End ot this Building, 
ſtood, as 1 was told, the Abbot's Bedchamber. It was, as 
near as I can gueſe, about eighteen Feet in Length, and 
about fourteen in Breadth. It had in it an old Bedſtead, 
without Teſter or Poſts, was boarded at Bottom, and had 
a Board nailed ſhelving at the Head. This Bedſtead, ac- 
cording to the Tradition of the Place, was the ſame that 
Abbot Whiting laid on, and I was deſired to obſerve it as a 
Curioſity. This Apartment was much out of Repair, 
when I ſaw. ir. It rained in in many Places, by. the Roof's 
being faulty in many Places. Several. Pannels of the: 
Wainſcot were ſhattered: The Windows were much 
broken, and ſome of them. were unglazed. 1 enquired 
how it came to lay ſo neglected, and was anſwered,. That 
2 ib 
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it laid e Years empty, no body N there, 


it having been obſerved,” thir AE that had 
- dwelt there, had ever thrived,” Nay; 100 Was hal! and there 
told, That the Incloſure there had never continued in one 
Family thirty Vears together, ſince the Abbey was dif- 
ſolved; T6 this' Apartment belonged a Garden, and two 
Stables, one for the Abbot's: Saddle Naggs and Gel- 
Lings, and the other for Males and Hort 1 lor his Hotfe 
LITE, a 


1 cah Fares ferm t to m- * an Idea of ihe King's Lodg: 
ings. | Leland aſſures us there was here ſuch an Apartment, 
but does not tell us, whether it was part of the Gueft 
Houſe, or a diſtin&t Building from it. And all that I know 
more of it is, That King Edward the Firſt and his Con- 
< ſort Queen Eleanor, with their Retinyes, came hither in 
& April 1278, and were conveniently lodged during their 


. Aboad, ark were here 8 entertined at the 


ct N peer of the Abbey. 


The Gueſt Hou& was an ded for the e 


ment of Strangers, and Reception of Travellers. Here alt 
Perſons from the Prince to the Peaſant were entertained dc- 


cording to their Rink and Quality, and none were brow- 
beaten or commanded to depart, if they were otderly and 
of good Behaviour. They were obliged to this Hoſpita- 


lity'by the 53. Chapter of Meir Rule, where they are com- 


manded to receive all Comers, as they would receive Chiſt 


Hhlitmnſelf, who hereafter wil fox, I was 4 Stranger, and Jon 
elle Io. $f 


There was in | this Weh a noble Hall; ae good 
Lodging Rooms very clean kept and well farniſh'd, "that 
they might not be unpleaſant to the Gueſts ; a Cellar well 
ſtored with Wine and Beer; a Stable furnih'd with good 

Hay and Proyender ache, in a Word, there were 1 
a 
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all the Comvehiences, that might be met with in an Irm 
(hay I may ſay in a Nobleman or Gehitleman's Flew) 
and all to be had gratis. For this Reaſon, I Haff here ob- 
ſerve from Mr. Aubry, There were ho Alchouſes] not 
« yet Inns, before the Reformation, but upof great Roads. 
« For when they (e People) had a mind to drink (con- 
c tinues that Atthor) they went to the Frieries, and hen 
they rtvelled; they ad Entertainment at Religious 
C Houſcs for three Days, if Occaſions ſo required, -* This 
Apartment was committed to the Hoſpitalarius, ho had 
under hit a Butler, Grooms atid other 10 N 
help hien in the Execution of hid Offer. 85 

be Piel nn ef ot Aiken was a te 5 mee 
Altns of the Abbey were Ciſtribited,' Here not only the 
Poor of Claſtonbuty, but even alf the Poor bf the Neigh- 
bourhood found Relief. For whiff Monifteries foal - 
(ve are told by Sir William Dugdale) there was no Ack 
« for the Relief of the Poor, ſo amply dick thoſe Houſes 
« gfve Succout to them in Want, whereas in the next 
Age (vis) A. B. 1596. . gth of Elizabeth, tro lefs than 
P debe Bills were broad into the Houſe of Commons 
6 for that Purpoſe. To diſtrithute theſe Alms, thete was 
always a grave "Monk called Fleemofynarius of Almonet, 
whote Bußneſs it was likewiſe to'tmake an Enquity after: the 
fick, feeble, ancient and diſabled -Perfons itr the Netgh- 
bourhood, 'and fpch as were Ahamed to beg, whom he 
bountifully retieved, as well as thoſe who came eo che Al- 
monry. The Afmorner. if 1 miſtake not, was Overſeer 
alſo of the Hoſpital of the Poor Women, which was 
founded by Abbot. Beers. 2 5 


I take the Apartment of a Cites er. our ft i 
have bern alittle College of Secutar Prieſts, endowed” ith 
Rents and Allowatices, to ſay Maſs daily for the Intention 
of the Founder at fore Chappet or Altar if the Church, 
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\ 6h: ae then Grit ee [Muſick can Grams | 


mar Learnin 
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ver 
eel, but find the hey; ſerved 59 jo the Church as Choriſters, and 
were here found with All Neceſſaries gratis, There be- 


longed to this Apartment a School, Dormitory, Hall, rc. 


The. For of; Sf 9 5 Bays and and their Apartment was com- 

mitted 

6-12 700 f in 1385 Dortoir, and * onſtar * 8 e 0 
to keep them in Order., f 10 1 233 51 245 


y it was before it” 8 Overthrow. It is all 


0 2 5 and hath not ſo much as a Peg of Wood 
S ker i's beter Sceurty rom Fire. The Ourfde. 


| 9 It, as it appears by the Cut in the Meonaſticon. is a four 


Square, and the Inſide of it is drawn into an eight Square | 


Fi gure. There are in it four Fire Hearths. [The Inſide 


oft this Kitchen is 20 Feet; high "4 the Pools: which runs; 


up in a Figure of eight Triangles equal ,equilateral,, 
on the 705 N 15 4 Sort of Lanthorn, not un- 


like thoſe we have 12 in the Colleges. of Oxford, or Tons, | 


of Court, to which Lanthorn, I conceive, by ſome Means, | 


or other, the Smoak of the four Hearths was conveyed. | 
On the Eaſt: and South are two great Doors, and in che 
Squares o 178 ite to theſe Doors there are two large Win⸗ | 


901 if I remember well. There remains no Sign of any 


Dreſſer or Favement, 92 it is at Helene wa ule of for a 1 
_ Baus! | | 


e Monks, who was their Maſter, who: 


Lat am 8 to the ES which is om bs e | 
Bulling ba remains. By it one. may give a gueſs, what 
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Barn. It is generally ſaid this Kitchen was built 
Abbot hitting, and I preſume this is the right of it; 
ſince Lfind nothing to the contrary. Every Monk of the 


Houſe ſerved a Week in the Kitchen; as it came to his 
Turn, unleſs he was in a Poſt; wherein he could be more 


ſeviceable to the Community, or was prevented by Sick - 
neſs. This St. | Bennet enjoined: his Children, to the end 


they might all of them have an Opportunity of Aſſiſting 
and Serving each other. He was called Diſpenſer, and his 
Buſineſs was to appoint what Diet was to be dreſt, to carve 
the Portions for the Community, and to Book down You 
1 0 Bill THAT related to e e ch 7 Oct 


— 


- 


ce the e Diſptution mY the . 


Authority, and e himſelf ſupream Head of 
the Church of England, either by Threats,” Vio- 


lence, or Tyranny, or elſe by Preſents, Promiſes and Per- 


ſuaſions, ſeized upon and invaded all the Monaſteries ofthe 
Kingdom. 1 | 

The venerable Richard Whiting, *Abbot of this Mona- 
ſtery, had Courage ' enough to maintain his Conſcience, 
and run the laſt Extremity. It ſeems neither Bribery nor 
Terror, nor any other diſnonourable Motives, could pre- 
vail upon him, to ſurrender his Abbey. To reach him 
therefore, the Oath o Supremacy. was offer'd him at 
Melle, which tho hs 'reſaledy ie was dilmiſt and ſuffer'd 


to go at large, and thus being upon his Return to his Mo- 


naſtery, and not ſuſpecting any furthet Misfortune, he is 
ſaid to be ſeized, to be dragg'd up to the Torr, and there 
hang'd and quarter d, without a allowed the liberty 
of taking leave of his Convent, which he earneſtly deſired. 


Two of his _ e ol En; alles Feat; and Jobn £ 


- Thorns 


\ 


”'F N G Henry the fin hth Kine caſt off the and 
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bene were them ehscutell with him. They were charged 
with giving him ill Advice, and bringing him to ſuch an 
obſtinate Inflexibleneſs. — ** This Account from Bis 
ep Godwin and Mr. Collier: W & evi tuo 
This Execution happened, wit he. 14h of Novend# 
2539. Shortly after 2 poor Monks, belonging to this 
Abbey, were turned dut intu the wide World to fee their 
Fortunes, and this rich and gοοE,ĩq Abbey, furpaſſing in 
ſalue and Antiquity albthe Abbeys in England lexcepting 
Weſtminſter Abbey) was demoliſhed Nothing nou be- 
ing left but vaſt Ruins diſcovering its former Grandeur 
tho' the Fabrick. of the Chapel of 'St.:Fojeph of Arimasbæa 
is ſtill almoſt entire, except the Roof, and the great Arch, 
which ſeparated the Chapel from the ſpacious Portico that 
led to its, Which ate broke downs. as Well as the Pavement 
—_ into the Vault "underneath; it's an Oblong curiouſly 
Wrought, after the Gothik Style, ar each Angle was a 
Tower terminated ift Jofty, Pyramic. of Bd N 2 
Stair Caſe within. _— BS 
The Abbey at its Pitlohatiqal by King Henry; | 
at 3811 L 7 S, 4d. 101 1755 825 PEA. to. Sir Le hom 


5, 115 Bite of it was un to ape . Duke 
1 Ang, METRO. by. hn e 10. the 


Peter Carew. | 8 
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Puk dent Magnificence and Glory 4 FORE 
: whoſe noble and ſtupendous Ruins attract Awe. and 
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( a») 
the preſent Fame of the Waters, which ſurpaſſes all De⸗ 


ſcription and Belief 3 and whether their Merits my not e⸗ 
qual their Fame, willbe difficult to detetmitie. 


« The preſent itregular Method of drinking them is likely 


to prove more pernicious than falutaty, no Attention being 
1 to the due Ufe or Application of them, but they are 
tank by all Degrees of People of both Sexes, both oung 
and old, and in all Diforders; as 4 Panacea or Univerſal Me- 
Gicine : The Numbers of People who are now on dhe Spot, 
ſotne of them of Faſhion and iſtinction, who have beenat - 
the Trouble and Expence of tefiding there, drink it with- 
out Rule or Advice, each individual” ſcribing for them- 
felyes, and patiently expecting from the Cures already ef- 


fected by it, Relief for their Maladies : This indeed was 


the Method firſt uſed to reduce Phyfick into an Art, that 


Men of Sag acity, Diligerice, and Application, might h 


leave Poſterity. a Foundation for future Improvements. 
Hence it was 5 deduced his Practice, and left us 
thoſe excellent Aphorifms, which to this Day are allowed 
to be the Criterion of Phyfical Knowledge, and from which 
none of our great Patel (eule all our 
ee i in 1 Chymiftry, Philoſophy and 
Mathematics) durſt Ale ut how much is it to 
be lamented, 46 noble, od uſeful ati Art ſhould decline and 


dwiadle into em, in an Age wherein even our Me- 


chanicks boaſt themſelves equal, it not fuperior in Under- 
ſtanding to the wile Kitig of Hrael: That this does not pro- 
teed from Want of Men of ſufficient Abilicies, is certain; 
that it - ſhotld proceed from Indolence would be à ſevere 


Cenſure, and to TO it —_ to ſelf Intereſt * in- 
vidious. or | 1 


We malt tha defer Aifcurtia "this Point till a farther 
tunity, and ſince abler Pens will not undertake 


to "decviatt "i the "OR ur Oles of het cn. 
rate 
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the real Merits 
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particular Spot, will not offend their Ears with the ungrateful 
Subject, But only obſerve That at the Spout can receive no 
other Properties than that at the Foot of the Hill; but Di- 


lution, Whieh might be more decently and medicinally ef- 


fected at the latter Place; with a proper Mixture of that 
fine ſmooth Water aboveitieritivtied; forneither the ſtricteſt 
Examination or Situation of che Place can afford one folid 
Reaſon to ſuſpect any Spring ariſes between the Foot of tho 


Hill and che Chart” Gai“; indeed it may be faid the Bene- 


fit already received, has been from that of the Chain Gate; 
but this is cafily anſwered; the Multitude being directed 
to drink it there, and from the general Impreſſion the 
Dream has made on them, care not to examine their own 
Senſes, whether it might or might not be more ſalutary at 
a different Place: This Will not appear Whim or Conjec- | 
ture, if ever any ſagacious Phyſician ſhould ſee convenient - 
to ſettle chere, and Fore it boy any regular Method. 


IT FD) 414 $ LS \ 


The Warer of Chalice) or Blot Will, febrſetts ſtrongly 


with Oil of Vitriol ; that ariſing from the Bottom much ſtron- 


ger then tat on the Surface, where both are blended toge- 

ther; the Ebullitionof thatfrom the Side of the Hill, is nearly 
equal to that taken from the Surface in the Well, and that 
from tke Spout ſcarce diſcovers any Motion more than in com- 
mon Water, but as all Waters differ in Quality from the dif- 
ferent Beds or Strata they run thro?, or leave many of their 
Mineral Qualities behind them, it is not at all unlikely this 
may be the Cafe of the Spout Water; for as was obferved 
before, there can be no eſſential Difference between that at 
the Spout; and that at the Foot of the Hill; but being ren- 
dered weaker by Dilution, and Raving ſome of 1 its Minerat 
aware behind m g 


The Water ng dune? with fred Alkaline Salts; 


grows viſcid, and precipitates a white Subſtance with 
| yy of the Urinous Kind; it likewiſe tinges the Sides of 


4 2 the 


* l 


— = A 


| (82) 
the Glas. with a dirty Colour, after ſtanding ſome Time, 
mixed with a Solution of Lead: Theſe and many other Ex- 
periments made on the Spot, may determine us what Mi- 
neral Qualities are contained in it, at leaſt the moſt predo · 
minate ones, and S4 2 1 that Alum, Copper, and Lime 
or Chalk-Stones, Fc,“ have any Share in its Compoſi ; 
tion, it may not be difficult to account for the many ſur · 
riſing Cures it has effected, when we examine the different 
3 of theſe Suhſtances, and conſider that Mineral 
Waters, when under proper Regulations exert themſelves 
in a peculiar Manner as Alteratives infinitely ſuperior to 


the moſt elaborate Productions of Art. 


I hope from the foregoing Premiſes, neither an implicit 
Faith, nor an implicit Incredulity, will be imputad te 
me; both Extreams are equally to be condemned, and 

ſo important a Subject as the Hralih of Mankind deſerves 
e ſerious Attention of our Literati, that Gothic no- 
rauce may no more prevail among us. 


Waters impregnated with Alum, require great Skill, 
Judgment, and a perfect Knowledge of the Animal 
economy, to manage them diſcreetly ; They act on 
many Conſtitutions as ſtrong Poiſons, and are not to be 
given but with the greateſt Deliberation, and an inti- 
mate and long Acquaintance with the Patient, to ex- 
mine whether the Juices are full and turgid, active or 


- 


dormant, acid or alkaline, or putrefactive. 


Afſenic is found in great Quantity on the Mendip Hills, 
in the Neightourhoad of Glaſtonbury, {0 thet it can be al- 
lowed no improbable Conjetture to ſuppoſe theſe Hgtersretain 

' ſome ſmall Share of ſuch Subſtances ; nor does many of the 

Experiments made on ihe Waters, in the leaſt contradiis fuch 
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Strength of Imagination in ſome, and Credulity in o· 


1 


These are weighty Conſiderations, and muſt be firiftly 
attended to, before any true Judgment can be formed in 
what Diſorders. the WAT ERS may be ſerviceable, and in 

what Conſtitutions they may be drank with Safety, whether 
they may be drank. from the Well, or any other Place, and 


_ what Degree of Dilution they require in the different Diſ- 


orders thæy are intended to cure, when to leſſen and when 
to increaſe their Quantity, and at what Diſtances of Time 
they act beſt as Alteratives, or how or when they may 
prove purgative, as ſhall he judged moſt ITE to r 


Cure of each Particular Diſorder. 7 


Fot Want of. theſe Obſervations, it * already . 
fatal to ſome, and, it's feared, may to many others 
But this cannot be altogether attributed to the In- 
ſalubrity of the WATERS, but to the preſent raſn 
and ineonſiderate Method of drinking them: Tie 


thers, have ſo infatuated the Multitude, that an 
ts undeceive them, would prove equally vain and fruigleſsy 
but ſetting aſide Dream and Miracle, Superſtition and Tg« 


norance, let us candidly. examine whether the Effects of / 


Alum, Copper, Sc. made medicinal: by Chymical Pro- 


ceſſes, are not nearly the ſame as thoſe wrought hi 


drinking theſe celebrated WATERS: Every Surgeon 
knows what ſurp Cures are frequently performed by 
n els. their Art cannot be carried on 


without them: ham is drying, aſtringent, and ineraſſa- 


ting ; it ſtops Hæmorrhages, and is uſed by ſome for the 
Cure of Agues. A Solution of Copper, (fays the great 
« Mr. Boyle) notwithſtanding its many deleterious Quali- 
< ties, cures the Rickets and many other Diſorders pro- 
„ cęrding from a Weakneſs of the Solids“ The Ge- 
brated Boerhaave gives many Proceſſes. of it, with their 
Uſes ; and Pitcairn recommends even Arſenick to'begi- 


nee f Sa- 


lution 


n 
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wen of Copper, with an Acid, has à ſurprizing Emetic 
and purgative Quality im ſome Conftiturions;: and in others 
is rendered a very efficatious Alterative ; that the moſt vic 
rulent ſanious Ulcers being waſh'd with ſuch a Liquor,” are 
tleans*d, dry*d,) and: heal/@by it; that mixed with a neu- 
trul Salt, it is the famous Anti-Epileptic for Children, 4 
Drops of Which! given faſting, moves by Stool, excites 
Nauſca, — a Wönderful?Effect on their tender Stomachs, 
quick ens them diſſodges Phlegm und Mueus in the Sto- 
mach and Inteſtines; bywhich it [deſtroys Werms, tures 
Epilepſies, and is ſerviceable in moſt bad Habits of Body: 
That preparing a Tincture from it with a Volatile Alkali, 
— taking ttiree Drops faſting in a Glaſs of Mead, 
increaſing dt to twemy- four, he curedꝭ a per- 
dect Adcites, ſbetvebprodi igious Diſcharge of Urine being 
| excited; it ran out of an open Cock, and the Integu- 
' mithts off the Abdomen became ſo Toole; they might be 
i over one another; a reſtorative Regimen being 
directed, the Patient emo yed a perfeet State of Health for 
many Tears after: He likcwife tells you, that in all weak, 
acid, water y, cold; mucous, Pituirious Diſorders! this 


) Fincture is uſed with Succefs; that it opens, attenu- 


ates, _—_— _ — heh moſt: euere _ up 
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n this with be ſufficient te to | prove his Analogy: 
tween' the Chymicul Prbceſſes of theſe metallick earthy 
Foffils, and the Mineral Qualities of the Claſtanbumy WA- 
TERS, which is ſufficiently demonſtrated on attentively 
N be We- atteſted rex * N of _ 
Town. 83 peil 54; Dien 707 
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It Aude Epe 1 'hould 1d here Joy down! ſome Rules 

for regulating the drinking of theſe Waters, but till Time, 
Experience, and a farther Knowledge: of the Properties of 
cheſe — * a more * Opportunity, that 
None | CANOE. 


* 
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cannot FRY be done. But I hall obſerve here, that as 
the Cure of all Chronick Diſorders, are belt effected by Al 
teratives, People ought to be cautious they are not over 
much purged by the Waters; 3 and in thoſe particular Con- 
ſtitutions, where: they cauſe a Conſtipation of the Bowels, 
it would be convenient to take now and then ſome le- 
nient aperitiye Medicine, that the Miſchiefs proceeding 
from Coſtiveneſs may be prevented;-; Seme further Caut 
tions and Directions may be ae d trom ha L. n 
remark on che following e i £1 ——— 


Iizving g given the got TL Of and State Account 
bf the Properties of the Glaſtonbury WATERS, 1 hall 
now endeavour to illuſtrate it further, by producing a Hiſ- 


tory of Caſes properly atteſted, and N in hs oe | 


lick Records of that T OWN, 


As to Mr. Matthew Chancellar% 5 D it would be 
needleſs to mention it here, the World being well 


acquainted, with it from the great Number of printed. . 


and Manuſcript Accounts of it, alread: diſperſed over 
the whole Kingdom: I ſhall only obſerve, it has net 
much contributed either to eſtabliſn the Ctedit -of 
the WATERS, or the real Intereft' of the Town; for 
though in the Beginning (from the Impreſſion” the Rel 
tion of the Dream made) Multitudes,iexceedingiall-Cre- 
dibility, reſorted there, yet, after the Loſs of ſome Lives 
by the raſh and imprudent Method of drinking the WA= 
TERS, the Miracle ceaſed : The Inhabitants of the Place 
are ſo well convinced of the Truth of this, that the Ma- 
Jority of them treat Chancellor's Dream, and the Cure 


likewiſe, with great Indifference; nor from the ſtricteſt - 


Enquiry, could I find any Perſon would take on them to 


aſſert how many Tears he had been afflicted with an Hſib. 


Ms! how even: His: EIN e. hes had been ever 
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K 
nbwh <6 apply for any regular Advice: However, as the 
Hero of the 2 1 ſhall te _ Readers his Aﬀidavit : F 


Pp, oe 


May 305 1751. 


13 MATTHEW/ CHANCELLOR made Oath bs 
| fore the Mayor of Glaſtonbury, that he was pet- 
fectly cared of an Aſthma, wider which he had la- 
88 850 for almoſt thirty Vears, by drinking a quar- 
ter of a Pint of the Waters from the Chain Gate, 
every Sunday Morning (and at no other Time) ſeven 

Sd 5 We. wy 
Signed, Matthew C. bancelr 


| Thomas White, Niwyor, Me” 
Atteſted R. Blake. | 
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>L Mrs, FUSSEL likewiſe depoſed, cher ſhe bad 
been cured of an Aahma and Dro ropſy, wi with 9 
the had been afflicted upwards of nine Years, b 
drinking half a Pint of A Water for ſeven ſuccel- 
five e and that ſhe drank neither more nor 
leſs then ſeven Half Pints. | 
Margaret Fuſe 


n 3 8 3 h e Om G 


Thema 2 Mejor, Sh 


1 Paſſed is 4 Waman of Credit A en | 
whoſe Character is well eftabliſhed, and her Veraeity to be 
depended on: In whoſe Converſation appears nothing art- 
ful or deſigning ; and of the Reality of whoſe Cure, there 
is no Diſpute : She was firſt attacked with an —_ 
ut 
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about nine Years ſince, which increaſing daily, ſhe apply'd 
for Advice to an Apothecary in the Town, and after this 
to a Surgeon in the Neighbourhood, who attempted a 
Cure, but in vain : Her Diforder ſtill gaining Ground, 
ſhe had Recourſe to a very eminent Phyſician, to whom 
the World is much obliged for many curious Obſervations 


in the Materia Medica; who very ingenuouſly told her it 
was a true Spaſmodick, or convulſive Aſthbma; and after pre- 


ſcribing her a-proper Regimen, which was continued for 
ſome Time without Effect, declared her Caſe incura- 


Under theſe unhaypy Circumſtances ſhe continued with- 
out any Probability of Relief; till a Year or two after, to 
render her Caſe more deplorable, ſhe grew anaſarcous, or 
dropſical ; and of Conſequence, by the Quantity of Wa- 
ter lodged in the Abdomen, contracting the Cavity of the 


Thorax, or Breaſt, by its Preſſure, her Aſthma increated- 


with ſo much Violence, that every Fit was judged by her 
Relations and Neighbours to be the laſt to put a Period to 
her Miſery, for ſhe was frequently obliged to be brought 
down in the Middle of the Night out of her Chamber 
into the open Air of the Garden, to enable her to draw 
Breath. Mr. Chancellor's Dream, and the Report of his 


Cure, made little Impreſſion on Mrs. Fuſſel for ſome Time, 


till by the repeated Advice of her Friends, and the Deſpe- 
rateneſs of her Caſe, ſhe was induced to make the Experi- 
ment: Half a Pint was drank for three Sundays ſucceſ- 
ſively, without any ſenſible Alteration, either by Stool, 
Urine, or Spitting, and without either Pain or Sickneſs ; 


but on tne fourth Sunday it diſcovered its Diuretick Qua- 


lity, by the large Quantity of Urine which was then diſ- 
charged : She continued to drink the WATERS only 
once a Week, on a Sunday; and no Arguments could pre- 


vail on her to drink it oftner than the Dream expreſſed ; 
yet, notwithſtanding the ſmall Quantity of the Water 
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drank, and at the Interval of a Week between, it operated 
ſtrongly by Urine ; and the ſixth Sunday ſhe was ſo much 
recovered, as to drink them on the Re and ſince the ſe- 
venth Sunday ſhe has continued entirely free from her 
Complaints, though ſhe has never drank the WATERS 
fince, ſave once or twice, to oblige a Perſon who lodges 

with her: She has likewiſe walked above a Mile and a 
half at one Time, and even to the Torr, which ſtands on 
a very high Hill, very difficult of Aſcent, though before 
for ſome Years ſhe had not been able to walk acroſs a 
Room, 


. Theſe Facts are inconteſtable, and as ſuch muſt prove 
the Medicinal Qualities of the WATERS, beyond all 
Contradiction ; and- thefe Effects of the Water in ſuch 
ſmall Quantities, and at ſuch Diſtances of Time, is very 
Uncommon, and not eaſily to be accounted for, it far ex- 
ceeding the uſual Effects of Diureticks, or the known Pro- 
Rome of any Chalybeat Waters. 


3. . GEORGE NOTT, of the Town of Bawidley, 
the County of Horcefter, was violently A 

with an 4/hma for twenty Years and upwards, 

- Which was deemed by the Phyſicians who attended 
on him, Scorbutick ; by their Advice he viſted the 
Spaws of Cheltenham i in Glouce/terſhire, and Harra- 
hs in Tork/tire, but found no Kclief till he made 
Uſe of the Glaftonbury WATERS ; which, in ſe- 
ven Weeks, cured Thing of his Diſorder. 


5 8 | GEORGE NOTT:. 
Tromas WulrE, Mayor. 
: Mrs. 
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5 + Mrs. STEVENS, of Crewfhole, in the Coutity of 
2 


louceſter, hereby certifies, that for ſix Years and up- 
wards ſhe had been afflicted with a molt difficult and 
troubleſome Reipiration, attended with a vio- 
lent Wheezing, and preternatural Elevation of the 
Scapula, and call the Symptoms of a confirmed 
Afthma, and had taken many Medicines without 
Effect; ; that about four Months ſince ſhe ſent for the 
Glaftonbury WAT ERS, from the Chain-Gate, and 
after drinking them for fix Sunday Mornings, ſhe 
expectorated freely, which before could not be pro- 
cured by Medicine; that the now uſes Exer ciſe 
with Eale and Pleaſure, and is very ſeldom troubled 


with a Cough. 
ANNE STEPHENS. 
Dated June 22, 1751. 


Atteſted before R· Blake, Juſtice. 


In the three preceding Caſes may be cher vd. in the 
firſt a Diuretick Quality, in the ſecond an Antiſcorbu- 
tick, and in the laſt, that it powerfully promoted Expec- 
toration or Spitting: In extemperaneous Preſcriptions, we 
often find Alteratives, Diureticks, and Expectorants, 
blended together; and that theſe ſhould act ſeparately, as 
the Humours are more or leſs turgid, active, or dormant, 
is not at all ſtrange, but well known to happen by all Phy- 
ficians in Practice. 


That the Glaftonbury WATERS are a Conpbliticn of 
many Minerals, is certain, thuugh perhaps all their Pro- 
perties have not yet been diſcovered ; from hence ariſes 
the == Difficulty of preſcribing any general Rules for 

— 2 the 
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the Uſe of them ; it muſt depend wholly on the Age, 
( Staſon, Temperament, and Conſtitution of the People 
who uſe them: Indeed, Obſervation has made it appear 
they are leſs ſerviceable i in the Bilious and Sanguine, than 
in the Cold and Phlegmatick; and that in Conſtitutions 
where Acidities prevail, they act as Antimonials; which, 
though a very powerftl Alterative, in ſuch Habits become 
ighly Emetic and Cathartic: The following is a very 
ingular Inſtance of its acting as a Cathartic : 


A young Lady of the firſt Rank in the Cantaty of So- 
merſet, had for many Years Swellings under her Jaws, and 
one particularly large under her Chin, ſuppoſed to be a 
Species of the Evil: /A very eminent Surgeon in Bath 
was conſulted on the Occaſion, and Miſs was for ſome 
Time under his Management to little Purpoſe. About a 
Fear and halt ſince, the young Lady being in Briſtol, this 
Swelling greatly increaſed, all the other centering in that 
under the Chin. On Application to a very old and ſkil- 
ful Practitioner in that City, who has acquired a very high 
and deſerved Reputation, Aſſurance was given of a Cure 
in a few Weeks: With this pleaſing Proſpect, the young 
Lady ſubmitted herſelf to his Treatment, under whoſe 
Care ſhe remained fourteen Months; but inſtead of Re- 
lief, found her Diſorder much increaſed : On her Return 
Home, there was one continued large hard Swelling from 
Ear to Ear, ſo great, that her Chin could not be feen, the 
Veins appearing black, and her Throat was. ſo affected, 
that eating was very painful to her. 


This Diſorder was removed, and almoſt perfectly 
cured, by the Uſe of the Glaſtonbury WATERS, after 
drinking them ſix Weeks; the Wound at firſt diſcharged 

plaifully, and, * ſeven or eight Days, — healed 
as 
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as the Swellings abated : It is now entirely whole, and very 


wonted Effects. Her Habit of Body was likewiſe quite 
altered by the Uſe of it, from being pale, thin, and ſickly. * 


f 


the Time the young Lady firſt began to drink them, and 


Diſorder, when the Swellings abated. But notwithſtand- 


6 


little Appearance of any Swelling remains: She continu'd 
for fome Time afterwards to bathe the Part once every. 
Day with the Well Water, and to drink of that from the ; 
Spout or Shoot three Times every Day, at Seven in the 
Morning, at Twelve, and at Four in the Afternoon. 


There are many extraordinary Circumſtances attending 
this Caſe: In the firſt Place, half a Pint a Day was drank, 
without any Effect; but when repeated three Times a 
Day, it kept her in almoſt a continual Purging, and ſoon 
made a viſible Alteration in the Diſorder; which being 
nearly eradicated, the Water had little or none of its 
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She is become blooming, chearful, and ſprightly, and her 
Jaw, Chin, and Face, has continued fince entirely ſmooth 
and found. | 


As this Cafe is fo remarkable, I ſhall obſerve that the 
young Lady, from her Infancy, had been afflicted with 
Glandular Swellings, and that it increaſed with her Years, 
and undoubtedly at the Time of her beginning to drink 
the Glaſtonbury W ATERS, the Humours were full and 
turgid, and Nature had duly prepared and fitted them for 
Expulſion ; otherwiſe we ſhall find it very difficult to ac- 
count for the different . Operations of the WATERS, at 


their loſing their purgative Quality at the Decline of the 


ing the Event proved favourable for the young Lady, 1 
ſhould rather have depended on the Opening and Altera- 
tive Properties of the WATERS, than to have riſqued 
the many Miſchiefs attending over much Purging, _ 
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The following Caſe, if not fimilar, is very analogous to 
the foregoing, and ſufficiently evinces what Succeſs may be 
expetted from the Alterative Qualities of the WATERS; 
without running any Hazard from too great a Purgation, 
er by the too frequent Uſe of them. 


A Child of Captain Colquhoune's, Commander of 
a Guinea-man, in the Briſtol Trade, was ſeiz'd with 
the Small-Pox in December laſt ; after which, a vi- 
olent ſharp Humour: fell into the Right Arm, which 
rendered the Bone carious, and four Exfoliations 
were'taken from it by the Surgeons who attended 
the Child : After this a Flux of Humours fell on 
the Eye, which threatened a Cataract, and no En- 
couragement was given by the Gentlemen who had 
been applied to on this Occaſion. About ſeven 
Weeks ago, Mrs. Colguhoune brought the Child to 
Glaſtonbury; where, by drinking the WATERS, 
and waſhing the Parts affected, the Child received a 


| REBECCA COLQUHOUN E. 
Dated June 225 1121 OW 
_Tromas Waite, Mayor. 


Nature not being ſtrong enough in the Child, a perfeet 
Depuration was not made during the: Small-Pox, which 
frequently happens; but this obſtinate Caſe was wholly 
relieved by the WATERS, acting only as any other mild 
Aperient Medicine might have done; and the Child till 
iS. : | continues 


Ca 1] 


continues in perfect Health: An evident Proof, I think, 
that theſe VA TERC& are to be more ſafely depended on as 
Alteratives, than too precipitately uſing them as Purga- 
tives. | 


JAMES SMITH, a Lancaſhire Man, by Trade 
a Weaver, lately belonging to the Third Regi- 
ment of Foot Guards, depoſed, that about nine 
Years ago an. Abſckſs fell into one of his Legs, af- 
ter a violent Fever, and that ſoon after his other 
Leg broke out in the ſame Manner; ſo that after 
lying in Hyde-Park Infirmary for ſome Time, and 
no Proſpect of a Cure, he was diſcharged ; at which 
Time there appeared no leſs than forty-two Run- 
ning Ulcers in both Legs: He after this was ad- 
mitted into Sf Thomas's Hoſpital, and turned aut as 
incurable ; when coming to Glaſtonbury, and bath- 
ing and drinking the WA'TERS. there, his Ulcers 
are all healed, and the Cutis firm; that there re- 


mains no Signs of any Wound, but a univerſal Red- - 
neſs over both Legs. A Leprous Diſorder, with 


which he had been likewiſe afflicted, is wholly re- 
moved by the Uſe of the WATERS, | 


1 JAMES SMITH. 
Dated June 50, 175 1. 


TnoMAS WRITE, Mayor. 


James Smith, for a few Days after coming to Glaſton- 
Bury, drank the A TERS at the Chain- Gate; but find- 
ing no ſenſible Evacuation produced by it, dr chem 
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three Times a Day from the Spout at the Foot of the 


Hill, which purged him ſo violently, that nothing could 
juſtify the Uſe of it ſo frequently, but the Goodneſs of his 
Conſtitution, and his firm ' Belief of being cured by it. 
His Wounds were likewiſe firſt waſhed with the Water at 
the Chain-Gate, and afterwards with that at the Foot of the 


Hill. a | | 


JOHN PERRY, of Smithorp, in the Pariſh of 
Church-Tauton, in the County of Devon, certifies, 
that after the Meaſles, with which he was ſeized 
about four Years ago, a violent Flux of Humours 
fell into both his Eyes, which affected his Sight to ſo 


great a Degrec, that he was obliged to leave off Bu- 


ſineſs, being almoſt blind, and a molt dreadful 
Head-ach attending it : He applied to ſeveral Phy- 
ſicians, which proving of little or no Service, about 
five Weeks ſince he came to Gla/tonbury ; where, 
by frequently W his Eyes, and drinking the 
WATERS, he is io far cured as to ſee to thread a 


JOHN PERRY. 


Needle, and the Humour which flowed to his Eyes 


is almoſt dried up. 


Dated June 23, 1751. 
Atteſted before R. Blake, Juſtice. 


ELIZABETH MUGRIDGE, of Minehead, 
in the County of. Somerſet, depoſed, that ha- 
ving a very ſharp Humour lor twenty Years and up- 


wards in one of her Legs, which formed ſeveral 
Running 


CT 3 


Running Ulcers, and having applied to many Sur- 
geons in that Neighbourhood for Cure, without 
Ee, ſhe came to G/a/ftonbury about fix Weeks 
ago; and by drinking the Water, and bathing her 
Leg, ſhe is now perfectly cured. = 


ELIZABETH MUGRIDGE, 


”m— 


Dated June 235 1751. 
Thomas White, Mayor. 
R. Blake, Fuftice. 


Mrs. LOVEGROVE, of Ballajice-Street, in the 
City of Briſtol, made Affidavit, that in September 
1749, ſhe loſt the Uſe of all her Limbs ; her Hands 
and Fingers being greatly contracted, and rendered 
uſeleſs to her by the Violence of her Diſorder, and 
Jarge Pits formed on the Backs of her Hands and 
Wriſts ; her Complaints after this proceeded down- 
wards, and affected the lower Parts, that ſhe had 
been fo greatly weaken'd by it, as obliged her to 
be fed, nurſed, and helped in all ReſpeQs for the 
Space of eight Months; that ſhe received fome Re- 
lief at Path; but found no perfect Cure till coming 
to Glaſtonbury, ſhe bathed arid drank the WATERS 
there, and after the Space of ſix Weeks received a 
perfect Cure, being reſtored to the Uſe of all het 
Limbs, and her Hands become quite plump and 

plant. The WATERS purged her for three 
OO: Weck 
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Wecks violently, but after the fourth Week did 
not purge her at all. 


. E LIZ4 BET H LOYEGROFVE. 
2. bomas « White, m_ 


This Caſe appears to have been truly ſcrophulous, and 
was healed by the great Alterative Propertics of theſe 
WATERS, but as this Word has been ſo often mentioned, 
it might not be improper to give our Readers an Idea of 
what is underſtood by the term Altcrative, 


+ Zo are employed in correcting Matter that is 


aulty as to Quality; but becauſe the Matter to be cor- 


rected in Diſeaſes may be faulty in different Reſpects, 


it is plain there muſt be various Species of Alteratives a- 
dapted to the various Defects of the offending Matter. 
For if the Juices of a human Body (which in their natural 
State are benign, mild, and Balſamick,) ſhould acquire 
a corroſive Quality, or aſſume a hot, ſubtile, ſulphurous 
Intemperature; or become viſcid and tenacious, or over 
acid, or corroſive : In ſuch Circumſtances Alteratives of 
different Kinds ſhould be adminiſter' d; Abſorbents for 
imbibing, and blunting the acid; temporating Medicines 
for diſſolving, and attenuating the thick and viſcid Juices, 
and Demulcents for ſheathing and mitigating the burning 
and corroſive Acrimony z Alteratives then are divided in- 
to three Claſſes ; Abſorbents, Demulcents, Inciders, or 
Artenuants, 


From 
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From this laſt Property we may eaſily account for the 
many wonderful Cures performed by the Glaſtonbury 
WATERS. The Virtues of Attenuating, and inciding 
Medicines are ſo extenſive, that from the great Variety of 
their Effects, they are ranged under different Denomina- 
tions; when tenacious viſcid Humours not only ftagnate 
in the Cavities of the Veſſels, but ſtuff up and obſtruct 
the ſmall Tubes of the Inteſtines, and Myſentery ; theſe 


Medicines by their inciding and attenuating Quality diſen- 


gage the impacted Humours, remove the Obſtructions, 
and for this Reaſon may be juſtly called Aperients, ſince 
they produce that Effect; they alſo deſerve the Name of 
Antiſcorbuticks, and Purifiers of the Blood, for fince the 
Purity, and good State of the animal Juices depend on 
the due Secretion and Excretion of ſuperfiuous and recre- 
mentitious Matter; and ſince this cannot be carried on 
when the ſmall capillary Veſſels of the Glands, and Emunc- 
tories are blocked up by viſcid and tenacious Humoursz 
tis plain thoſe Medicines which are endowed with a Power 
of inciding viſcid Juices, and removing Obſtructions, 


muſt not only be great Purifiers of the Blood, but alſo 


Preſervatives againſt the Scurvy; in which the Juices are 
of a bad Quality, and loaded with various heterogeneous, 
viſcid, falt ſulphureous Particles. 


Now, ſince Attenuates produce ſuch different Effects, 
theſe WATERS, which are very eminently poſſeſſed 
of ſuch Properties, ſhould be drank under the Direc- 
tions of ſome Phyſician, who ought to know what Quan- 
tities, and at what Diſtances of Time the Patient in each 
particular Cafe ſhould make Uſe of them as Aperients, or 
otherwiſe, But it muſt be here obſerved, theſe Properties 
do not exert themſelves ſo effectually when the WATERS. 
are kept any Time, as they do on the Spot ; of the Truth 
of which the following Experiment will be a Proof. Eight 

| -— Drops 
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Drops of Oil of Vitriol were dropped into a Gill Glaſs 
of the Water, immediately on its being taken out of the 
Well, which cauſed a violent inteſtine Motion, nearly equal 
to that when the Juice of Lemons are mixed with the Salt 
of Wormwood, excepting only the Bubbles: On trying 
the ſame Water, after having ſtood open about three 
Hours, there appeared much leis Motion; and after car- 
rying it ſome Miles, and letting it ſtand ſtopp'd in a 
Phial for the Space of a Week, not only the Mineral Taſte 
was wholly loſt, but there appeared no other Change in it 
but what would have happened by dropping the Oil of 
Vitriol into common Water. . 


From this it plainly appears, thefe WATERS are very 
Volatile, and that the Etherial Spiritus Rector (with which 
it is highly impregnated in the Blood, or Chalice Well) 
quickly paſſes off, and with it the greateſt Part of its Me- 
dicinal Qualities; fo that the Scheme propoſed by the 
Mayor and a worthy Brother Magiſtrate of the City of 
Londen, who lately paid a Viſit to that Place, to treat of 
Propoſals for the Sale of theſe WATERS in that City, 
- n * * muſt prove very little ſerviceable to the 

UDUCK, 
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THOMAS HADEEY, belonging to the Ama. 
gon Man of War, depoled, that about two Years 
ſince having loſt his Hearing, by the firing of Guns 
aboard the faid Ship; with the Permiffion of his 
Yong: about three Weeks ſince came to G/a/ton- 


E, where by bathing his Head, and letting my 
0 


C &Q } 


well, and obtained a perfect Cure 


of the Water fall into his Ears, he now hears very þ 


THOMAS HADLEY 
Dated June 28, 1751. 


Tromas WAI TE, Mayor. 


From the ſmart Vibration of the Air, by the Diſcharge 
of Cannon, ſuch Accidents frequently happen; and I 
am credibly informed there were no other Means uſed in 


this Caſe, than bathing, the Head, and dropping the Wa- 


ter from the Blood, or Chalice Well, into his Ears. 


The two following Caſes, if fairly ſtated, highly deſerve the 


Attention of the Publick ; therefore I hope there is no 
Foundation for the Report that Mrs. Powell's Bloody Can- 
cer ſhould appear to be no more than a Schirrous Tumour ul- 
cerated, and attended with na Malignity. 


Mrs. HACKER, of Somerton, who had for ſe- 
ven Years a Canceraus Humour in her Tongue, de- 
clared, that from the ſecond Sunday of her drinking 
the WATERS, ſhe felt no Pains or Shootings, which 
before always happened when- any Thing wes ap- 
plied to repel the Humour ; and after drinking it 
for ſeven ſucceſſive Sundays, ſhe was perfectly cured, 
nor has any Complaint in her Tongue, nor any 


Part near it. May 15 1751. 
„ The 
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The latter End of June, Mrs, Hacker remained per- 
fectly well, and no Appearance of any Ulcers were to be 
ſeen. Many Surgeons were employed in the Cure of this 
Piforder, without giving any Relief to the Patient, 


1 


HONOR, the Wife of Charles Powell, Weaver, 
of the Pariſh of Mrnehead, in the County of Somer- 
ſet, made Affidavit, that for four Years paſt ſhe had 
been afflicted with a Bloody Cancer in her Left 
Hani, and was under the Care of a Surgeon, who 
about a Quarter of a Year ſince. propoſed to her to 
take it off; which ſhe abſolutely refuſed. That 
on Sunday the 12th Day of May laſt, ſhe begun to 
Ule the Gla/tonbury Mineral Water, by bathing in, 
and drinking of which, the ſoon found great Relief, 
and is now perfealy hcaled and entirely tice from 
Pain. | A | 


— 


The Mark of HONOR X POWELL. 
Thomas White, Mayor, | 


This is one of the moſt deplorable Diforders which af- 
fiict Human Bodies, and which has never yet appeared to 
have been cured, unleſs by removing the Diſorder, toge- 
ther with the diſeaſed Part: Nor is this Diſorder terrible 
only for its Obſtinacy, (by which it reſiſts the Action of all 
Means whatever) but is alfo to be dreaded from the ſevere 
Pains and intolerable Putrefaction which it occaſions, by 
which laſt it gradually eats through and deſtroys all Parts 
of the living Body, the Bones only excepted : Add * - 
| s 
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theſe Calamities, the long Continuance of the Torments, 
with which the unhappy Patient is ſometimes afflicted for 
many Months, nay even Years, before Death (the ultimate 
Remedy of all Evils) puts a Period to the moſt excruci- 
ating Pains; for unleſs the Patient is loſt by aprofuſe Hæ- 
morrhage, from an Eroſion of the larger Veſſels, Life is 
uſually ſupported in Miſcry for a long Time before the 
Body 1s deſtroyed. 

As this Diſorder, then, of all others, is the moſt deplo- 
rable, how deſirable would it be to have the Reality of 
this Cure fully proved, and the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
Diforder through each different Stage, ſtrictly and {kilfully 
examined into, | that the World may be ſatisfied they are 
not impoſed on with an Account of imaginary Diſtempers 
| Inſtead of real ones; and this mult be made appear clearly, 
before Men of Senſe riſque their Health, and give up their 
Underſtanding : And how eſſentially neceſſary this will be 
to eſtabliſh the Credit of the WATERS, is moſt evident 
from the following Query by the learned Author of 2 
Treatiſe juſt publiſhed, on the Origin, Nature, and Virtuzs 
of Chalybeat WATERS, and natural Het Baths. 


o 8 


« If theſe Perſons that are related as cured, were really 
&« afflicted with thoſe Diſcaſcs it is ſaid they were healed 
« rom 7 
4 doubt not, ſays he, but the Inhabitant of Bath® 
« publiſhed many remarkable Caſes of Cures with a good 
Intent; but permit me to obſerve, there is a vaſt Diffe- 
fene between Imaginary Diſorders and Real ones, and 
e perhaps the Cure may ſtand on the like uncertain Prin- 
85 _ but it theſe Cures are really performed, as re- 


* ported 


An Account of Cures uvas publiſhed Jones Time Ao, by 
an Inhabitan of Bath, 


(I 


& ported to be, we ſhall be able, on Examination, clearly 
ce to find out the Cauſes from whence they proceeded, 
“ without having any Recourſe to ſupernatural Aids. 


« All Cures that are reported of the Glaſtonbury W A 
« TERS, have many Times been effected by the Shad- 
c ell, and Dog and Duck Waters, near London, (Cancers 
ec excepted) of which indiſputable Facts can be produc*d 
but whatever extraordinary Cures have been performed 
&* by theſe juſtly celebrated WATERS, they never were 
& recommended to the Publick in ſuch an Enthuſftaſtical 
C Manner as thoſe of Glaſtonbury, but the natural Cauſes 
e fully aſſigned, whereby the Cures were wrought.” 


Therefore, if theſe healing Properties ate contained in 
the Glaſtonbury Mineral WATERS, ſuperior to any hi- 
therto diſcovered, let them be ſufficiently ſet forth, and 
accounted for in the ſame natural Manner, and this Caſe in 
particular more fully explained and demonſtrated. The 
Publick demands this Satisfaction, and the future Reputa- 
tion of the WATERS depends on the Iſſue of it, that the 
World may be convinced from Reaſon, and the Nature of 
Things, whether Providence has been ſo propitious as to 
diſcover (by a Viſionary Direction) a Remedy for a Diſ- 
eaſe which has hitherto eluded the Powers of all Medicines, 


/ | 

Should this Cafe and its Cure prove true, what was 
hinted in Page 52 will not appear improbable, viz, That 
theſe WATERS may have ſome {mall Quantity of Arſe- 
nick in them, ſince a very eminent Phyſician, treating of 
a Cancer, ſays Saturnine Medicines are of great Uſe, won- 
derfully abſorbing and ſweetening the ſharp corroſive 
Acid; but the Radical Cure is to be expected from Arſe- 
nical Preparations only, if this Authority may be relied on. 


1 


Wie all now give ſome Caſes, as collected by an Inhabi- 
tant of Bath; who, as far as we can find, bad not the 
leaſt Intereſt in the Succeſs of theſe WATERS, and there- 


fore cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality, and we ſhall find 
them full as extraordinary and remarkable as thoſe collected 


ty the Inhabitants of the Place themſelves. © 


_ _ JAMESEVANS, of the City of Wells, Barber, 
ſixty Years old, and upwards, depoſed, that for more 
than twenty Years paſt he had been afflicted with 
Swellings, and had more than twenty Wounds in 
both Legs, that he had been grievouſly troubled 
with the Rheumatiſm, that - many Years paſt 
twas with great Difficulty he moved in his Bed, and 
was wihal very Aſthmatick, breathing with the ut- 
moſt Difficulty : He had been under the Care both 
of Apothecaries and Surgeons, without finding any 
Relief. About nine Weeks ago he began to utc the 
Gla/tonbury WATER; bathing and drinking of 
which he continued till about a Week paſt: He be- 
gan to mend in about a Fortnight after the firſt Uſe 
of it, and is now perfectly recovered of all his Dit- 
orders, and in a very good State of Health. 


„This is the true State of my Caſe, as Witneſs 
May 31, 1751, The Mark of Fames + Evans. 


Sworn before me, Samuel Hill, * 
June 1, 1751. 


Mr. HILL is a Canon Reſidentiary of the Cathe · 
K 7 dral 


(7 
dral Church of Wells, and one of his Majeſty's _ 
of the Peace for the W N 1288 


MART, the Wike « of on ARLES PAYNE, of 
the Pariſh of Chewton- Mendip, i in the County of So- 
mer ſet, Butcher, now about forty-two Years old, was 
about a Month before Chriſi mas laft taken ill; ſhe 
purged and flooded violently for about a Month, 
which continued on her with exceſſive Pain, and 
with little or no Intermiffion, till it brought her ſo 
very low and weak, that ſhe Kept her Bed about 
fixteen Weeks, by whith ſhe was emaciated to the 
Jait Degree, and it was ſtall believed that every 
Day would be her laſt. About Chriftmas ſhe got a 
violent Cough, and between-whiles vomited up 
what ſeemed a Mixture of Blood and Phlegm, and 
was near ready to faint after every Fit of Cough- 
ing: This Branch of her Diſorder proceeded thus 
till about Lady-Day, when ſhe was like to be ſuffo- 
cated, till ſhe vomited up a very large Quantity of 
Blood and Phlegm, or Corruption, which was 
thought an Impoſthume, and that relieved her 
Breathing, but left her as weak as poſſible; and her 
Loſſes by Flooding, and her Pains ſtill allo conti- 
nuing as mentioned above, till almoſt dead, ſhe was 
adviſed to trygthe Glaſtonbufy WATER. It was 
brought to her Houſe on a Sunday Morning, about 
eight Weeks ago, and ſhe drank of it, and conti- 
nued to drink it every Day for the fiſt Week, but it 
affected her Breatbing, till ſhe cbanged her Method, 


and caly drank it on S undays. Within twenty-four 
| Hours 
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of her firſt drinking it, ſhe brought off certain cod 


gulated Pieces that were! urprizingly long and large. 
After the fourth Sumday's drinking of the Water, 
all her Diſcharges and Pains waſted, and ſhe mended 

unaccountably fat ; and the Monday after her ſixth 


Sunil is Draught, the walked above a hundred 


paces from her « own Houſe,” and back again. in. good 
Spier 8, and 199 57 Way well. 


Tais is a zrue Account of my caſe; 3 4M itneſs 
my Hand this roch of: Zune, 1751. 


MARY PAYNE 


The ſaid Rary Payne ac Ino rede every Parti- 
cular here mentioned, ix dur Preſenc e. 


J. Taf ell, Vicar of Chewton- Mendip. 


Will. Hippiſley, ? e 
e Churc h- Ii 2 oY 


From this Caſe it appears pT:in, the WATERS are not: 
to be drank 16. frequently as People in. general now drink 
them; for you find it affected the Breath in ſuch a Man- 


ner, as obliged Mrs. Payne to deſiſt, and uſe them at 


reater Diſtances of Time ; by which Method they 
proved highly deterſive, and a very powerful StypLiCk. 


WILEFAM BELCHER, of New-S$treet, with- 
out en s-Gatc, in the City of Brijtot, Broad. 
K 2 Weaver, 


Bo 

Weaver, depoſed, that for more than ten Years paſt 
he had been afflited with that Species of Dropſy 
called a Tympany : He ſwelled greatly in his Sto- 
mach and Bowels, and was frequently in extream 
Agonies; that he had been under the Care of 
many Surgeons and Apothecaries, without receiving 
any Relief. On Sunday, the fifth of May laſt, he 
began to uſe the Gla/tonbury WATERS, and hath 
drank them almoſt every Day ſince : By the Uſe of 
which he believes himſelf perfectly cured of his Diſ- 
order, not having the leaſt Appearance of any Swel- 
ling, and is entirely free from Pain. 


This is the true Account of my Caſe, as Witneſs 
the Mark of Villliam + Pelcber. 


Sworn before me, Samuel Hill, 
One of bis Majeſty's Fuſtices of the Peace. 
June the 1ſt, 1751. 


FM ANNE, the Daughter of HANNAH LAN. 
i GRIDGE, of Hinton Bluet, in the County of So- 
merſet, now in the fifteenth Year of her Age, hath 
been very much afflicted for about a Year paſt with 
a hard Swelling in the fore Part of the Neck, over 
the Wind-Pipe, at its firſt Appearance, about the 
Size of a Hazel Nut, which gradually increaſed for 
the Space of nine Months, to the Size of a large 
Hen's Egg : It was taken by a Surgeon to be a 
Wenny Subſtance, who was of Opinion WO 
| | could 
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could be done for her without taking it out; which 
Operation he declined, as it was ſituated ſa near the 
large Blood Veſſels, imagining there was apparent 
Danger of a fatal Conſequence : It cauſed very ſe- 
vere Pains, was very hot, and even fiery at Times for 
three or four Days together. She began to uſe the 
Glaſtonbury WATER, by drinking a Glaſs full 
every Morning, and daily waſhing the Wen with 
it : Within a Week the was free from Pain, and 
about three Weeks after, the Wen began to grow 
better, and is now well, the Pain going off from the 
firſt Appearance of Amendment ; nor can it be ſcarce 
diſcerned that there ever was any ſuch Swelling in 
her Neck. - 


This is the true State of my Caſe, as Witneſs the 
Mark of Anne + Lanpridge.. 


The Girl acknowledg'd this in our Preſence, 
Maurice Smith, Rector of Henton Bluet. 
James Carter, The only Church-IWarden. 


THOMAS BARTLETT, of Ea,-Chinnocł, near 
Yeovil, in the County of Somerſet, Yeoman, about 
thirty-ſix Years of Age, atteſted that he had for hf- 
teen Years paſt been grievoully afflicted with a very 


violent Leproſy all over his Body, that he had ap- 
plied to ſeveral very eminent Phyſicians for Cure, 
one of whom directed him to waſh his Body five 
Times a Day with a ſtrong Decection of white Heb 
| * f leborey 
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lebore, which occaſioned the moſt acute Pains and 
infufterable Torments, that almoſt made him deliri- 
ous : He d-fired to undergo a Salivation, chooſing 
rather to riſque his Life from the Danger of this 
Operation, than live in ſuch continued Miſery: Of 
the fourth of May laſt he began to drink the Mine- 


ral Waters at Gla/fonbury, and uſed it by drinking 
and TE in it daily; within a Week he found 
great! Relic and 1 is now perfectly clean and well. 


This is the true State of my Caſe, as Wirnet my 
: l the gth of Tune, A 


q THOMAS BARTLETT. 
Sie ned and declared in The Lee „ 
Dinah Powell, . 
W 3 1 


Kane Sillcot, 


William Gu ppel. 


"The four Witneſſes 0 atteſted "he Tiuth * this Cale, 
are al People of unexceptional Characters, who were fully 
ſatisfied of the Reality of it; and Mrs. Powell, who lives 
in e is a Gentlewoman of Diſtinction and F ots. 
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A Leproſy is the higheſt and dl ſtubborn Degree of 


— Itch 3 but in this there is a far greater Cor- 
ruption 8 
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ruption of the Animal Juices than in the Itch, as not only 


the Skin, but the fleſhy Parts are ulcerated by it, and the 
Contagion is ſometimes propagated to the third and fourth 


Generation, and, where it proves inveterate, is incurable; 


therefore, as this Caſe is fo well atteſted, it proves the 


highly temperating and abſorbent Properties of theſe Mi- 
neral WATERS. | : 115 


Mr. HUNT, a reputable Farmer in the County 


of Hants, declared that he had ſuftered great Tor- 
tures for the Space of eighteen Years, from a ſtub- 
born hot Eruption, very much reſembling (if not 
ſtrictly) a real Leproſy, which proceeded from taking 
hot Medicines for a Partial Pally ; that he had been 
under the Care of the ce ebrated Dr. Mad, an i ſe- 
veral other eminent Phyſicians in Town and Coun- 
try, and that he found more Benefit from the 674/ 


tonbury MAI ERS in three Weeks Time, than by 


all the other Means he had ever try'd, and that the 
Eruptions are ſcaling off, and he has received a per- 
ſect Cure; the Truth of which he is ready to at- 
reſt, whenever he may be call'd on. | 


CHARITY the Wife of John Bull, of Chewton- 
Mendip, in the County of Somerſet, four Miles 
diſtant from Wells, and about ten from G/affonhury, 
aged 48. She had the Small. Pon when a young Wo- 
man, and to take off a Redneſs it left in her Face, 
the dipped her Head in cold Water two or three 
Times a Day for a whole Summer; the Conſequence. 
was that ſhe got a ſcvere Pain in her Head and * 

; ; loſt 


BE, 
Joſt moſt of her Teeth, became ſhort breathed, and 
grew Deaf of her right Ear; thus ſhe continued more 
or lefs indiſpoſed, and in Pain for many years, but 
for the laſt i5 there paſs'd ſcarcely a Week that ſhe 
had not Pains and Shootings in her Head in ſo violent 
a Degree, that ſhe often wiſhed her ſelſ out of the 
World; andthe laſt three Years it was {if poſſible) 
yet worle, and more frequent, having at the ſame 
Time gradually almoſt loſt the Sight of her Left 
Eye, ſo as not to be able to diſcern a Letter in a 
Book, or any other Object but dimly, and ſhe now 
became quite Deaf in her Right Ear. About ſeven 
Years ago ſhe began to grow ſo ſhort breathed, that 
upon the leaſt Motion ſhe was obliged to reſt herſelf 
frequently; was ſeized with Aſthmatick Fits at 
Night in Bed, and could not go any little Diſtance 
from Home but on Horſeback. She was about 
Chriftmas laſt ſeized with a continual Pain in her 


Right Shoulder, that made her paſs her Days and 


Nights as upon the Rack, and almoſt took away the 
Uſe of that Arm. Thus grievoufly afflicted with 
Aſthma, Weakneſs, Blindneſs, Deafneis, and Pain 
intolerable, and wiſhing for Death every Moment; 
a Neighbour of her's, one Samuel Smyth, of the 
Pariſh of Chewton, who had himſelf been Aſthma- 
tick for above nine Years, and for the laſt Winter ſo 
helpleſs. and much ſwell'd, as not to be able te do 
any Manner of Buſineſs; but was then almoſt per- 
tealy cured by the Gla/tonbury Water, adviſed her 
to try them, which ſhe did; but for the firſt three 
Sundays received little Benefit, except ſome ſmall 
Amendment in Point of Appetite, the leaſt Degree 


of which ſhe had been long a Stranger to. The 
| Friday 
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Friday of her fourth Week's drinking ſhe began to 
ſee with her left Eye, and her Pains grew caſier, 
only her deaf Ear pained her in a new and uncom- 
mon Manner, her breathing became quite f.ee and 

eaſy and ſhe Nlept well, and after the fifth Sunday 
could walk better and farther then ihe had been 
able to do for twenty Years, 


This is a true Account of her Caſe, as taken from 
her own Mouth, ſhe is quite free from Pain, can uſe 
her Arm, can hear very well, and is capable of 
reading any good Print. 


8 E the above to be my Caſe, as Witneſs my 
W.' | walls 


De above Charity Bull acknowledged every Pare 
ticular herein mentioned, and her Hand WH riting at 
the End in our Preſence June the 10th, 1751. 


" Taſwell, Vicar of Chewton-Mendip. 


Will. Hippiſle 
Tho. Greeny Po N ardens. 


In this Caſe the WATERS ſeem to have acted both on 
the Solids and Fluids, firſt as Evacuants, and Altera- 
tives on the Fluids, and afterward as Corroboratives on 
the Solids, the Blood was here tainted with a thick tena» 
cious Impurity, and by that Means the Emunctories were 
clogged, and Humours polluted by a ſulphureous = 
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| ſcorbutick Dyſeraly | ; and theſe Mineral ( ATERS ati 


ſtrongly on the Juices, and accelerating their Page de 
and inteſtine Motions, and forcibly propelling them thro? 
the capillary Veſſels disjoined and divided the viſcid Juices 
and impacted Humours, and by reſtoring a due fluidity 
thro? them, gave Life and Health to an Object under 188 
moſſ deplorable ee ever nown. e 


ELEANOR, the Day err wy RALPH RO- 
GERS, Vidualler, of Serie. in the County of So- 
merſet, about fifteen Years of Age, had from her 
Infancy been afflicted with the oa Evil in ſo 
terrible a Manner, that ſhe had not been able to 
move one of her Legs for a whole Year together, 
and one of her Fingers was obliged to be taken 
off; ſhe was an out Patient (about eight Years 
ago ) in St. George's Hoſpital for the Space of three 
Months without finding any Relief She remained 
in this miſerable Condition till about ten Weeks ago 
ſhe began to uſe the G/a/tonbury WATER; by 
bathing and drinking of which every Day ( wle | 


hindred by bad Weather ) her Wounds were all 


Hr healed, and ſhe is now in a l State of 
ealth, as Witoeſs 


The Mark of Phew: 2 pers 
This Eleanor Rogers is my Child ; I declare this 


to be her Caſe and truly tated ; as Witneſs, my 


Hang June the 9th 17 75 
f * RALPH ROGERS, | 


EPA ; 


them to the Grace and Mercy of that God Who gave h 


ty) 


IP Having executed my Promiſe as to my Sentiments on the 
Mineral Properties, and Uſes o theſe Waters, J hope the 
Reader will not impeach me of any Partiality ;. neither 
Prejttite"or Self-Thtereſt having any Share in the Publi- 

ation of theſe Sheets, but an earneſt and ſincere Endea- 
Shu to teſcuè Truth from Error, and to recommend the 
Study of Natural Philoſophy, which in this Age appears to 
be l neglected. Thete are ſome who wholly afcribe 
he Cures. performed by theſ WATERS. to certain dele- 
gated and thiraculous Powers, without allowing them any 
Mineral or Medical Qualities. I refer ſuch to the Phyfi- 
cal Part of this Treatiſe : On the contrary there are many 
others who from the Writings of our modern Theorifts, and 


a high Opinion of their own. Abilities, ſet light by the Ap- 


plication of ſo, incompetent an Agent, deſpiling the Power 
and Wiſdom of our Almighty and Beneficent Creator, 


who by the moſt minute and trivial Accidents, frequently 


opens to us the Secrets of Nature, and the wonderful and 
ſtupendous Effects of his Providence; and as has al- 
ready been proved impregnates the liquid Element with 


Properties, exceeding, all human Probability or Belief. 


Such I refer to a * Treatiſe publiſhed by that worthy Pre. 
late, the celebrated Biſhop of Cloyne, and recommend 


only Son as a Sacrifice, and Redemption for the Sins of 


Mankind; | - 


Marvellous art thy Works, O Lord, in Wiſdom haſt thou 
TROTTER. oo TS TEE YT ng | 
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* The Minute Philoſopher. | 
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Me ſball now proceed, according to our Deſgn, to give an 
Account of the Town of Glaſtonbury, the famous Torr 
adjacent to it, and of the renowned King Arthur the laſt 
of the Britiſh Kings, who was buried at Glaſtonbury. _ 


H E ancient Borough of Glaſtonbury is ſeated al- 

moſt in the Heart of Somerſetſbire, and lieth about 

19 Miles South of Briſtol, 15 South Weſt of Path, about 

five South, veering a little Weſt of Wells, 12 Miles al- 
moſt Eaſt of Bridgwater, and about ſeven inclining a little 

to the Welt of Welcher... Fr 


It is now a thorough Fate, and ſtands on the great 
Road between Brifto! and Exeter, from the latter of which 

Cities it is diſtant 41 computed Miles North Eaſt. It's 
Longitude is 24. Deg. 30. M. It's Latitude is 51. 10. 


From what I find in Leland's Collectanea, J gueſs it 
was built in King Ina's Days, when he laid the firſt: Foun- 
dation of the Abbey, which (as I have before obſerved) 

was about the Year of our Redemption 708. It flouriſh'd 
© mightily till the Time of the Danes in King Alfrid's Days, 
which was ſometime. in or ſoon after the Vear of Christ 
873, and then it laid deſolate, as this learned Antiquary 
reports; but Mr. Broughton ſays otherwiſe. He tells us, 
thoſe Infidels, in their Invaſion and Perſecution, at- 
tetnpted to deſtroy it, but were. prevented the doing of it 
by two of their Men being miraculouſly ſtricken blind. 
zut be that as it will, it is certain, that it was repaired by 

St. Dunſtan, and by the Liberality of King Edmund, the 
ninth Saxon Monarch, gloriouſly re-edified. This King 
Edmund A. D. 944, makes the Town of Glaſtonbury en- 
tirely ſubject to and depending upon the Abbey, and ex- 
empts it from all Impoſitions and Oppreſſions, _ en- 

| | | OWsS 
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{ 839 
dows the Town with the Rights, Liberties and Privi- 


Fr — mentioned. in the 8 Account of the 


e ſix Years after King lens granted st Dun- 
Ban and and his Monks this Charter, Glaſtonbury became 


a ſmall City with a ftrong Wall of a Mile about and re- 


pleniſhed with ſtately Buildings, amongſt which Number 
doubtleſs was the Hoſpital for Pilgrims. The Town ſuf- 
fered conſiderably when the Abbey was burnt in the Year 
1171, or, as others will have it, in the Year 1184. But 
it ſuffered more from the Earthquake, which threw down 
St. Michael's Church on the Torr, on the 11th of Septem- 
ber. 1276. But I find it was afterwards re-edified. For in 
Leland's Time it conſiſted (as at preſent) chiefly of two 
Streets. The principal whereof runs Eaſt and Weſt to 
the Market Croſs, and extends itſelf ſix Furlongs in 
Length, leading you to Bridgwater. The other Street 


runs from the Weſt End or the Marker Croſs South and 


almoſt North, and is the Road to Exeter, and about two 
F urlongs 1 in Length. There are in it two Pariſh Churches, 
the one dedicated to St. John Baptiſt, on the North Side 


of the principal Street towards the Middle of it; and the 


other to St. Bennet, (in the Monaſticon called St. Cutb. | 
bert® ( in FO other ver | | 


St. * Baptif's Kuh unde about the Middle of 


the principal Street on the North Side of it. It is a fair 


lightſome Church, and the Eaſt Part of it in Leland's 
Time elegant and iſled. The Body of the Church had in his” 
Days Arches of each Side. This learned Antiquary men- 
tions three Monuments, in this Church, which were ſtan-" 
ding in his Days. The firſt is one Richard Atwell, a 
* Benefactor to the Town of Glaſtonbury, who died 

circum 


{5 „ 
eren dnnum Domini 1452; and laid on the North Side 
of the Choir; the ſecond of Jobannu his Wife, who laid 
over againſt him on the South Side of the Choir? Both 
being buried under very handſome Marble Stones; and 


the third was that of one Camell, the Trike who lay 
buried in the Soutfy” Fart of Ri of the 
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51 recvember e very | eimminſtmble: of st. Bennels 
Church, but the Date on the Porch, on the North Side of 


the Church. It is cut or carved upon a large Stone in the 


Front of the Church, in very ancient Figures, and ſhews 
this Church to have been. built in the Year of Chri 1133. 


The two Figures of [1] reſemble two [SS] and the two Fi 


gures of [ 3] reſemble a great IB] which makes ſome think, 
theſe Characters ſtand for Sanus Benellichus. The late 
_ Serjeant Gold, who was a judge in the Prince of Oranges 
Reign, lieth buried in the North Aſle of this Church, and 


that is all I can remember in it that is obſervable,” ThE 


Church itſelf is little and low, and i is to > be eltcemed 15 as 
Ne only for its Ne 455 n 4 


Ahe; next Building worth moſt Obſervation, thats is nd 


in being, is the Market Houſe. It is a neat Pile of Buil- 
ding, built of late Years with ſome Materials the Town 
had from the old Abbey. But I was told by a Man of 
Credit, living in the Neighbourhobd of Glaſtonbury, that 
the Town hath loſt, in a great meaſure, their Market 
ſmce it's Building, which he impured to it's being built 


with Materials that belonged to the Church; and whoever 


reads Sir Henry Spelman's Hiſtory of Sacrilege, will not 
wonder, that ſuch a Fate ſhould attend it. Their Market 
Day in Leland's Time, was weekly on Wedneſday. But 
by Mr. O W E find * have changed it. For ke * 
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their Market is on Us Aefdays, and adds, they have annually 
two Fairs, the one on the eighth of September, and the other 
on Mic haelmas Day, the chief ene then fold _ 
Horkeh me 8 ae. 5 


* 
2 


There! is a a fl old Building of Stone it in the 3 
Ströer. on the North Side of it at the coming into Glaſton- 
bury, as you come from Nells. I enquired what it was; 
but none upon the Spot could inform me. So I knew not 
what to make of it, till I light upon Leland Itinerarium, 
and there I find, that the venerable. Abbot Beere built, on 
the North Side of. this Abbey, an Alms-Houſe for ſeven or 
ten' poor r Women. So by its Situation, and Reſemblance 
to Church and Monaſtery Building, I conclude, this muſt 
be ſome Remains of that Hoſpital, And if fo, it was built 
by that Prelate ſoon after his Return from his Embaſſy, at 
Rome, whither he was ſent Embaſſador t Pope Pius the 
third by King Henry the ſeventh, which happened i in the 


| Year 9 Gon 1503 or the Tour following. 


— 


There is dell very ancient Building i in the ſame ae 
and on the ſame Side of the Way, a little beyond St. John 
Bapiiſt's Church. 1 take this uilding to be a Remainder 
of the Pilgrims Hoſpital ; 3 à Place where all Perſons were 
entertained gratis, that; reſorted. to Glaſtonbury on the ſcore 
of Devotion, as I lave-* already obſerved in the Hiſtorical 
Part of Fix Abbey. The: Front Lok this Structure (for I was 
not in the Inſide of it) is ſtately, ald not unlike the Buil- 

ding of] dme Colleges and Kalle Oxford, being built with 
Fre : It i is now an Inn, and the Sign of the I hite- 
Horſe. The Inhabitants call it, at preſent” the Abbor's 
Inn; but why they call it ſo, I 3 not, being well aſ-' 
ſur d the Abbot, before the Diſſolution of the Abbey, had 
all W doch for * and his 9 with. 
in 


— 


{© %) 


in his own Incloſure, and conſtantly received them there, 
4 0p" ſending them- to, or entertaining them at, an 
Beſides, Women go often a Pilgrimage to Holy 

Faces as well as Men; and Women are not ſuffered to 
go into the Incloſure of Men, excepting only into their 
Church and Speak-Houſe, for which reaſon, and for the 
1 Ancientneſs of the Building of this Inn, I take this Houſe 
to have been a Part of the Pilgrims Hoſpital; where, to 
be ſure, there was an Apartment and Ecnveniences for 
=_ Women as well as Men. This Hoſpital (as well as 
that of Abbot Beere) was (as far as I can yet learn) under 

the Direction of the Eleemaſynarius of the Abbey, who had 
| under him a Maſter, Chamberlains, Cooks, and other ne- 
| ceſſary Officers. It was endowed with diſtinct and ſepa- 
| rate Lands, and was one of the 110 Hoſpitals, which were 
| ſuppreſt the Cloſe of King Henry the Eighth's, or the Be- 

2 ginning of King N the Sixth's . e 


"Mad there i is a little n neat new Box? on tlie South Part 
of the Incloſure of the Abbey, which the Curious, to be 
ſure, will take Notice of, the Front of it being ſo very 
obſervable, by it's being ſet off in ſeveral Places of the 
Front with the Coat of Arms of the Abbey, carved out on 
large Stones. It was built, as 1 have already obſerved, in 
1713 or the Year following, with the Materials of the 
Abbot's — and this is = I know of i it, 


Mr. Paſchal it in a bis to 700 00 ESR dete 
November the 11th, 1684, tells him, That a Maſon 
not long ago wanting a Free Stone, came to the Rentor 
* of. the Abbey for one, and gave Six-pence for it. The 
Saw ſanding ſome where fit for his Turn, the Maſon 
5 ſaw'd it, and out came ſeveral Pieces of Gold of three 
" * ten a Value a Piece; of how % Coin 

Coin 


6 | 

« Coin I cannot, ſaid he, yet learn, That Gentleman 
that employed him) hath three of thoſe Pieces. While 
ehe and another Lord were contending for the Treaſure 
& here, it fell into a riotous Perſon's Hands, who ſoon 
&« ſet it going. How much it was, Mr. Paſchal could 
not learn. But the Editor of the New Deſcription and 
State of England, who likewiſe relates this Story, but with 
ſome little Difference, ſaid there were about ſixty Pieces. 
The Stone belonged to ſome Chimney Work, and the 
Gold is ſuppoſed to have been hidden in it, when the Diſſolu- 
tion was near. This is all I can yet find remarkable of 
the Town of Glaſtonbury, excepting, That as a Borough it 
hath been ſummoned to ſend in a Repreſentative to "the 
Parliament; but Mr. Willis doth not find it ever comply'd 
with the Sheriff 8 V 


2 Account of the TORR, wear 
Glaſtonbury. 


H E Holy Saints Phaganus and Diruvianus firſt 

built an Oratory on the Top of the Mountain, now 
called the Torr, to the Honour of St. Michael the Arch- 
angel, that he might have there Honour on Earth of Men; 
who, at the Command of GOD, is to "_ Men zo eternal 
Honours in Heaven. 


t 


Many Years 3 87 Patrick, 2s has. been related, 
having reduced the holy Hermits to a Cœnobitical Way, 
that is to ſay, brought his Religious to live in Commu- 
nity and Common under the ſame Roof, (for till then they 
lived fingly in Huts, Dens and Cares) he took Brother 
Wellias with him, and with great Difficulty tl 


together the Torr, where he found the ancient Oratory 
of St. Michael, almoſt ruined, and finding by an old Book, 
Which 


I - 


(„ 

which he, by — Search and Induſtry, had there found 
out, that the Chapel there had been built by Revelation, 
and: held in vaſt eee by St. Phaganus and Diruvia- 
nus, he and his Companions ſpent there three Months in 
Faſting, Prayers, and Watching ; during which Time he 
had, on a certain Night, a Viſion of our Saviour CHRIST 
Himſelf, who ſignified to him, that he was to honour the 
Jame Archangel in the ſame Flace; for a Teſtimony of 
the Certainty of which Viſion, his Left Arm withered, 


and was not reſtored, till he had acquainted the reſt of his 
Brethren below, with what he had ſeen. | 


St. Patricks Viſion being thus by Miracle confirmed, 
his Religious below were convinced that the Chapel on that 
Hill was likewiſe choſen by GOD, for the Exerciſe of Chri/- 
tian Devotion. Whereupon the holy Men Arnulphus and 
Ogmar, two Iriſb Monks, whom he brought with him thi- 


ther out of Treand, deſired to go up the Hill, and remain 


_ conſtantly there attending on the ſaid Chapel, where (for 
. ought I can yet find to the contrary) they not only lived, 

| but ended their Days. And that Almighty GOD might | 

be thenceforward there conſtantly ſerved, Str. Patrick, by 
the Advice and Conſent of his Religious, appointed, that 
two Brethren ſhould reſide on that Hill for ever, except 
ſucceeding Prelates for future Ages ſhould, for ſome juſt 
Reaſon, ordain otherwiſe. And becauſe the Aſcent was ſo 
very difficult, being then overgrown with Briars, Buſhes, 
Trees, and other Clutter, he, by the Advice of his Reli- 
gious, granted one hundred Days of Indulgence to all 
thoſe, who, out of a pious Intention, ſhould with Axes 
and other Inſtruments clear the Paſſage of the aforeſaid 
Mountain on all Sides, that devout Chriſtians might have 
a freer Entrance, piouſly to viſit the Church of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, that of the two W 5 and this Oratory 
of St. — | 


Criticks, 


„ 

Criticks, perhaps, may cenſure what I have here related. 
If they do, they are deſired to take Notice, that moſt of 
what I have written hitherto, is taken out of a Writing, 
written by St. Patrick himſelf, commonly called S. Pa- 
trick*s CHART, or EpISTLE; Gone whereof was quoted, 
as we are told by Mr. Creſſy, almoſt three hundred Years 
ſince, by Capgrave, in his Life of St. Patrick; and it is 
entirely extant, ſaith that Author, in the famous Library 
of Sir John Cotton, in two ſeveral Manuſcripts, one of the 
Antiquities of William of Malmeſbury, and a certain Wri- 
ter called Adam Domerbam. And concerning this Epiſtle, i 
thus writes Gerardus Voſſius, the publick Reader of Hiſ- 9 
tory in the Univerſity of Leyden, in Holland:. Thi i 
* Epiſtle of the Legation of Sz. Patrick, we found ſome 
6 Years ſince amongſt the M S S. Collections of Maria- 
nus Vittorins, Biſhop of Reate, who faithfully tran- 
„ ſcribed it out of a very ancient Manuſcript, belonging 
to Glaſtonbury, many Years before, when he attended 
* Cardinal Pole, ſent Legate into England. Camden alſo 
reports it, which he certainly would not do, if he did not 
think it worthy of Credit; and it is of that Authority 
with Sir William Dugdale and Mr. Dodſworth, (two more 
of the Reformed Religion) that they have thought good 
to ſet it down at large in the Monaſticon, from whence 1 
deſign to tranſcribe a Copy, and preſent ta my Reader: 


St. Patrick's CHART, or EPISTLE. 


$6 He the Name of our LORD, Jxsus CHRIST, I Pa- 

trick, a humble Servant of GOD, in the Year of 
« His Incarnation -425, being ſent by the Moſt Holy 
«© Pope. Celeſtin into Ireland, converted (by the Grace of 
*« GOD) the Jriſb to the Way of Truth: And when I 


had ſtrengthened them in the Catbolict Faith, I at length | 


* returned into Britain, and (as I believe, being conducted 
p _ y 
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by GOD, -who is the Life and. the Way) 1 happened 
into the Iſle of 7 /witryn ; in which I found a holy and 


ancient Place, choſen and ſanctified by GOD, to the 
| Honour of the immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of 


GOD : And there I found certain Brethren, well in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of the Catbolick Faith, and of 

ious Converſation, who had ſucceeded to the Diſciples 
of the Saints Phaganus and Diruvianus, whoſe Names, 
for the Merit of their Lives, I verily believe are writ- 


ten in Heaven : And becauſe the Fuft ſhall be bad in 


Eternal Remembrance, and that I tenderly lov'd theſe 
Brethren, I thought proper to ſet down their Names in 
this Writing, which were, Brumban, Hiregaan, Bremwal, 
Wencreth, Banttoniweng, Adelwolred, Loyor, V. elites, 
Breden, Swelves, Hinloernus, and Hyn. Theſe being of 
Noble Birth, were deſirous of adorning their Nobility 
with the Works of Faith, therefore made- Choice of 
an Hermetical Life : And becauſe I found them of a 


meek and quiet Temper, I choſe rather to be abject with 


them, than to dwell in Royal Palaces : And becauſe we 
were all of one Heart and Mind, we chole to live toge- 
ther, to eat and drink alike, and to ſleep under the ſame 


Roof; and they made me (though unwilling) their 


Head, for I was not indeed worthy to unlooſe the 
Latchet of their Shoes. And when we had determined 


on leading a Monaſtical Life, according to the Rule of 
our Fore-fathers, the above-mentioned Brothers ſnew'd 


to me the Writings of the Saints Phaganus and Diruvi- 
anus; in which was contained, That twelve Diſciples of 
St. Philip and Jacob had built that ancient Church, to 


the Honour of our Advocatreſs, the Holy Maxy, by 


the Direction of the Angel Gabriek; moreover, that our 
Lord. from Heaven had dedicated it to the Honour of 
His Mother, and that three Pagan Kings had given to 
thoſe twelve, for their Maintenance, twelve Portions of 


Land. I alſo found in ſome later Writings, that the | 


« Saints 
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Saints Phaganus and Diruvianus obtained from Po 
Elutherius (who had ſent them into Britain) thirty Years 
of Indulgence : And I (Brother Patrick) in my Time 
ined from Pope Celęſtine, of pious Memory, twelve 
Years Indulgence ; after a long Abode here, taking with 
me Brother Wellias, we with great Difficulty, through 
the Midſt of the Wood, got up to the Top of the 


Mountain which overtops this Ifle : Where, when we 


were .come, there appeared an old and almoſt ruined 
Oratory, but yet fit for Chriſtian Devotion, and, as it 
ſeem*d to me, ſet apart by GOD; which, when we 
were entered into, we were filled idly ſuch a Sweetneſs 
of Odours, that we might have believed ourſelves plac'd 


amongſt the Pleaſantneſs of Paradiſe ; therefore, going 
out, and coming in again, and ſearching the Place dili- 


gently, we found Part of a Book, in which were writ 
ten the Acts of the Apoſtles, together with the Acts 
and Deeds of the Saints Phaganus and Diruvianus, but 
great Part of it was deſtroyed; but at the End of it 
we found a Writing, which ſaid, That the beforemen+ 
tioned Phaganus and Diruvianus had, by a Revelation 
of our LORD, Jzesus CHRIST, built that Oratory in 


Honour of Sr. Michael and the Archangel, that He 


< might there have Honour of Men; who, at the Com- 
K CC 


mand of GOD, is to conduct Men to eternal Honour 
And as this Writing delighted us, we endeavoured to 
read it to the End; for the ſame Writing mentioned, 

that the venerable Phaganus and Diruvianus made their 
Habitation there nine Years, and that they obtained 


thirty Years Indulgence for all* Chriſtians that ſhould 
viſit that Place with a pious Intention, in Honour of the 


Bleſſed S. Michael: Therefore, having found ſo great 


a Treaſure of Divine Goodneſs, I and Brother Wellias 
paſſed three Months there in Faſtings, Prayers, and 


Watchings, putting to Flight Evil Spirits and wild 


© Beaſts, w. which appeared to us in various Shapes: But on 
| ; ena certain 


. 
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© a certain Night, when I had laid down to ſleep, the 
« LORD FESUS CHRIST appeared to me in. a Viſion, 
« faying, PaTR1CcK, my Servant, know that I have cho- 
« ſen this Place to the Honour of my Name, that here 

Men may reverently invocate my Archangel Michael, and 
fis ſhall be a Sign to thee and thy Brethren, that the 
c alſo may believe; thy Left Arm ſhall be dried up, =] 
« thou haſt told what thou haſt ſeen to thy Brethren, «« ich 
are in the Cell below, and thou Salt return here ag in. 
* And it came to paſs ſo: From that Day we appointed 


c that two Brothers ſhould for ever remain there, un- 


< leſs future Superiors ſhould for juſt Reaſons order other- 
« wife. To Arnulpho and Ogmor, © triſh Brothers, who 
% had come with me from Ireland, becauſe on my Exhor- 
< tation they began firſt to make Abode at the above- 
< mentioned Oratory, 1 committed this preſent Writing, 
<« keeping another exact Copy in the Cheſt of the holy 
„ Mary, for a Monument to Poſterity > And I, Brother 
t Patrick, by the Advice of my Brethren, grant a hun- 
« dred Days Indulgence to all thofe who, with a pious In- 
<. tention, ſhall cut down the Wood from every Part of 
the ſaid Mountain, that a more eaſy Paſſage may be 
% opened to Chriſtians, piouſly coming to viſit the Church 
tc of the Bleſſed and everlaſting Virgin, and the beforemen- 
«tioned Oratory.“ 

Devout — and Labourers cleared the Hill of 
Trees and Buſhes, and St. Parrick having repaired St. Mi- 
chaePs Chapel on the Top of the Torr, it was from that 
Time called the Hill of St. Michael or St. Michael's Mount, 
to the Reformation after which it was called the Torr, from 
| the. Tower the only Part of the Chapel now _ ſtanding, 


An Account of the LI I E of King 
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"AVING mentioned King Arthur as a conſider- 
able Benefactor to the Abbey of Glaſtonbury, and to 
have been buried in the Abbey Church there, I think pro- 
per to give here an Abſtract of his Lite, to render my 


CW 7 
foregoing Collections the more authentick : For the many 
incredible Storics that have been reported of this Prince, 
have made his Hiſtory little better than a Romance ; nay, 
have made ſome People deny there ever was ſuch a Perſon: 
This Notion proceeds from an Exceſs of Matter recorded 
of him, which is occaſioned by a Cuſtom of the old Britiſb 
Poets (called Bards) who were uſed in former Ages, by 
their Rhithmes and Verſes, to recreate the Minds of their 
miſerable Countrymen, the Britains, after -they were dri- 
ven by the Saxons out of the beſt Part of the Kingdom, 
into the Mountains of Wales, and into Cornwall, another 
Extremity of the Iſland. In theſe Verſes and Ballads, the 
Bards, by their extravagant Fictions, mingled with real 
Truths, have much injured, inftead of adding to the Re- 
putation of their renowned Kings and Anceſtors. Thro? 
which Means, Fame hath been more injurious to this 
Prince, than it hath been to any other Prince whatſoever. 
Thus, beyond what is credible, they report, He con- 
4 quered Frollo, King of the Franks ; whereas, amongſt 
„ the Frenth Writers, as we are told by Mr. Creſſy, ſuch 4 
Name as Frollo is not to be found: That he flew La- 
cius, the Emperor's Governor in 1taly, which no Hiſto- 
cc rian, (ſaith that Author) either Roman, French, or Saxon, 
* makes Mention of: That in a Year's Time he not only 
& {ſubdued the whole Iſland of Ireland, and took Gillamur 
& their King, and all his Nobles Priſoners, but that he 
< paſſed into Holland, Gottland, and the Iſles of Orkney, 
* and brought all thoſe Regions under 'Fribute : That he 
* not only ſubdued the Pics and Scots, but over-ran 
& France, Germany, Dacia, &c.. for which Reaſon he is 
4 {tiled Imperator Britanniæ, Gallie, Germaniz, Daciæ, &c. 
* In a. Word, that he conquered no fewer than thir 
© Kingdoms.” Now, who can believe that he ſhould: 
ramble ſo far to conquer new Countries, when (till towards 
the End of his Reign) he had great Difficulty to defend 
his own Kingdom ”_ his own Enemics at Home? 
| TRE 
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Theſe, and Web like Stories Geffrey of Monmouth, and 
others have reported, from the Fictions of the old Britiſh 
Bards, making a Medley of Truth. and Falſhood, which 
they have done either for beautifying their Hiſtories, or de- 
lighting their Readers,. or extolling their own Blood : 
Whereas, without ſpeaking more than Truth, they might 
have ſer off King Arthur, as a Prince of a moft Magna- 
nimous and-Heroical Spirit ; it being allowed, by moſt of 
our Judicious and Imparti 1 Hiſtorians, ns © hat, had it not 
te been that Almighty GOD had given up the Britains to 
« PDeſtruction, no Hand could have been more proper 
„ and able to reſcue them, than King Artbur's; and, no 
% Doubt, it is to his Valour (faith Mr. Creſſy) we ought 

4 to aſcribe the Security of the Remains of them among 
& the Mountains of Wales.” Thus much by Way of 
e III I ſhall now | ces with his Lite. 


As aching his Birth nnd Deſcent, ſome Writers re- 
port (faith Mr. Creſſy) That his Father, Uter Pendra- 
&« gon, falling in Love with the Wife of Gorlois, Duke of 

Cornwall, ealled Igerna, and by Flattery and Subtilty 
c having gained her Affection, he begot of her ARTHUR, 

60 being, they ſay, by Merlin's Marital t, transformed 
into the Shape of ber Huſband. But Arthur s Virtues, 
$© Piety and Courage, wonderfully proſpered by Almighty 
« GOD, are ſtrong Proofs that his Birth was not fo infa- 
66 mous, _ that vencrable Author. IF | 


But a more ſober Apcenie is given of this great Prince 
(continueth that grave Author) in the Antiquities of Gla/- 
zonbury, written by Jobn, a Monk, and Adam Domerham ; 
where we read this Paſſage : Uter Pendragon, the Bro- 
ther of Ambraſius, dying by Poiſon, in the the tenth 
© Year after the Coming of Cerdic, the Weſt Saxon, his 
66 - es 5 a "Tut of fifteen Years, began to rule the 
| : | 8 &* Britains. 
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q Britains. His Mother's Name was n and he was 
born in a Caſtle of Cornwall called Tintagell. In which 
* Narration, continueth my Author, we find no Aſper- 
* fion on his Birth.” Though it be not very credible, 
what follows in the ſame Antiquities, That by his 
Mother he was deſcended from a Nephew, of &. Jo- 
« ſeph of Arimathea called Hellanis, or, as Broughton 
« writes him, Helains; *tis certain, that, after the death 
of Gorlois, King Uter married his Widow; And, one 
would think, there can be no greater Proof of 
Ferna's Integrity and Layalty to her firſt Huſband, the 
Duke of Cornwall, than the Report of King Uter's being 

obliged to transform himſelf into the Form of herfirſt Hum 
band, by the means of Magick, to enjoy her. Tne Poſ- 
fibiliry whereof I ſhall leave the Wiſe to determine. But 
be his Birth what it will, I do not find his Legitimacy was 
the leaſt queſtioned by any, but his Father's Siſters and 
their Huſbands, nor could they prevail on any, but their 


own Subjects, to hearken to it, till many Years after King 


ier his Father's Death, which, ſome ſay, happened in 
the Year 506, others in the Years 508, and others not till 


the Year 516, which Creſſy will have to be the Year of his 


Coronation ; which Ceremony, both Leland and Crefſy ſay, 
was performed by St. Dubritius, but the former will have 
him to have been crowned at Wincheſter, and the latter at 
Caerlegion, adding, that it was done there in a General Aſ- 
ſembly of the Biſhops and Nobles. 


King Uter leſt his Son Arthur engaged i in a War againſt | 


the Saxons ; and Arthur's Acceſſion to the Crown was 
much ſtomach'd at by Zetho King of the Pitts, and by 
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Gowran King of the Scots, who had married his own n 


Aunts Anna and Alda, his Father King Uter's Siſters, the 


former whereof ( Lotho) pretended to the Crown in Right 


of his Wife the eldeft Siſter ; of which Marriage was de- 
ſcended Mordred, who in this Cauſe at laſt loſt his Life, 


as we ſhall ſhew at large * . being in- 


formed 


* 
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formed of this Uneaſineſs, brought theſe Princes, though 
Chriſtians and Uncles, into an Alliance with them againſt 
King Arthur. | g f 

King Arthar being thus beſet, marched his Forces into 
the North, and attacking the Saxons in Northumberland, 
he drove them thence. to 7ork, where he beſieged them; 
however Colgerne their Leader, privately conveying him- 
fell out of the City, went into Germany, where he got freſh 

Succours from another Cherdick, a King in that Country, 
who, with 700 Sail, came in Perſon to the Relief of the 
Saxons, landing in Scotland. King Arthur hearing of the 
Arrival of this new Supply, raiſed the Siege of York, and 
retiring towards London, he ſent tor Aid to his Nephew 
Hoel, his Siſter's Son, the then King of Armorica, now 
called Litile Britanny, who immediately came over to him 
in Perſon, bringing with him a powerful Army. 

The King being reinforced with theſe Auxiliaries, 
march'd from Southampton to Lincoln, which City Cherdick 
had ſtrongly beſieged, where he not only raiſed the Siege, 
but forced them to fly to a Wood, where being encom- 
| paſſed, they were compelled to yield to King Artbur's 

' Victorious Army, on. Condition to depart the Land, and 
leave behind them their Horſe, Armour, and other Furni- 
ture. After this he fought twelve ſet Battles with the 
Saxons, and overthrew them in every one of them. The 
firſt was at the Mouth of the River Gleyne alias Gledy, the 

| ſecond, third, fourth and fifth upon the River Douglaſs 
in'Lexox, the ſixth upon the River Baſſus, the ſeventh in 
the Wood Calidon alias Catcoft Celidon. The eighth near 
the Caſtle Guinien, the ninth in Wales at the City of Caer- 
legion, the tenth at 7raitherith or. Rydthrwyd upon the Sea 
Side. The eleventh at a Hill, called Agned Catbregonion, 
and the twelfth at Bath or Bathen Hill, called by Latin 
Authors Badonis and Mons Badonicus, which Victories 

I particularly the laſt) Popiſh Authors ſay, he obtained by 
invocating the Aſſiſtance of the Bleed Virgin 3 
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the Time of Battle, whoſe Image he wore over his Ar» 
mour, and painted, bore in his Standard. 

King Arthur having, as he thought, pretty well ſertled 
his Affairs at home, made an Expedition, upon Tome un- 
known Occaſion, into France, and having quite forgotten 
the Unkindneſs he had formerly met with from his Uncle 

' Lotho, he nbt only took Lotho's Son Mordred into Favour, 
but intruſted him with the Government of the Kingdom, 
and committed to him the Care of his Wife Queen Guinever. 
Mordred, inſtead of faithfully acquitting himſelt of the 
Truſt repoſed in him, took Advantage of the King's Ab- 
ſence, upon a Pretence, that King Arthur was a Baſtard, 
as not being born in lawful Marriage, and to this Treaſon 
he added the Crime of Inceſt, violently taking his Cou- 
fin's Wife Queen Guinever. Moreover. to ſtrengthen 
himſelf, he entered into Confederacy with the King of the 
Weſt Saxons, to whom he yielded ſeveral Provinces. Theſe 
infamous Crimes being come to the Ears of King Arthur, 
he preſently returned out of Britanny, inflamed with an 
unquenchable Rage and Hatred againſt his abominable 
Kinſman.” © Mordred was prepared to hinder his Landing, 
at which Time a cruel Battle was fought between them, 1 in 
which Auguſellus, King of Albania, and Walwan, two 
Relations of King Artbur, and called by Lelaud, duo ful- 
ming belli, two noted warlike Thunderbolts, with many 
others, fell on King Artbur's Side. This Battle was fought 
at Richborough near Sandwich-in Kent, as we are told by 
Stow in his Chronicle. 

King Aritbun having the Ainet renewed che Fight, 
and compelled Mordred to fly to Wincheſter, whither he 
purſued him, and put him again to flight, which he di- 
rected towards Cornwall. But King Arthur not ceaſing 
to follow, he, at laſt, overtook him near the River Alaune, 
by Corruption called Camblan, where the Town of Camel- 
ord now - ſtands, at which Place the Controverſy .was 
ended, but fatally to them 1 * For. Mordred. at. © 
| 5 A eee, 
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his Army, in a a deſperate Fury ruſh*d amongſt his Ene- 
mies, reſolved rather to die than once more ſhew his Back 
to them. In this Combat, which continued almoſt a whole 
Day, after horrible Bloodſhed on both Sides, King Arthur, 
with the Courage and Fury of a Lion, ruſh'd into the 
* Troop, where he knew Mordred was, and making way 
with his Sword, he ſlew ' Mordred out right, and diſperſed 
his Enemies; but in the Fight he himſelf received his 
own Death's Wounds, whereupon he was convey'd to the 
Abbey of Avalon, now called Glaſtonbury, by the Chari- 

ty of a Noble Matron, a Kinſwoman of his, called Mar- 
gains, where he died of his Wounds on the 21ſt of May in 
the Year 542. 
| As the Noble Matron Morgains had continued to con- 

vey King Artbur from Camblan to Glaſtonbury, and look d 
after the dreſſing of his Wounds there whilſt he was alive; 
ſo ſhe took upon her the chief care of his Funeral, after he 
was dead, which was managed with a great deal of Priva- 
cy, (though ſeveral of the Brizzf Nobility were preſent at 
it,) leaſt his Death, taking Air, ſhould diſpirit the Bri- 
tains and fluſh the Saxons. For which reaſon *twas given 
out, that he was alive and upon Recovery, when actually 
they had buried him ſixteen Feet under Ground; which 
was done to to prevent the Saxons inſulting and offering | 
any Indignity to his Corps in Caſe | they prevailed; which, 
for the Sins of the Britains, ALmicuTy GOD ſhortly af- 


ter permitted. But they never could find out where King 


Arthur was buried. For the Place of his Burial was not 
known, till 600 and odd Tears after his Death, and then 
it was diſcovered upon the following Occaſion. 5 
King Henry the Second having obtained for two Cam- 
paigns ſucceſſively, conſiderable Advantages over the 1ri/h 
_ chiefly by the Courage and Bravery of Richard Clare, Earl 
of Pembroke and Chepſtow, and the Welch under his Com- 
mand, went himſelf into Ireland in October 1172 to com- 
pleat the 3 that * paſſing thro* Wales, 


where, 


610 
where, at Pembroke, he thanked the Welch for their Ser- 
vice, and told them, that in great meaſure, the Succeſs was 
owing to their ancient Britiſh Courage and Valour. The 
Welch, pleaſed with King Henry's taking notice of their 
Loyalty, entertained him according to the Dignity of a 
King, and wiſhed him the Proſperity and Victory, that at- 
| tended heretofore their great King Artbur, whole Exploits 

one of their Bards, playing upon the Harp, ſung to the 
King while he was at Dinner. In that Ballad mention- was 
made of the Place, where King Arthur lay buried, which 
was there ſaid to be between two Pyramids, in the Holy 
Church-yard at Glaſtonbury, many Feet deep. 

Henry the ſecond (bearing a due regard to the Memory 
of King Arthur, his renowned Predeceſſor) at his Return 
out of Ireland, acquainted Henry de Blois, at that Time 
Abbot of Glaſtonbury, with what he had learn'd from the 
Ballad of the Bard, and deſired him to dig and ſearch after 
the Bones of that Great King. Henry de Blois, ſearch'd as 
he was ordered, and, according to the Report of Stow' and 
ſome other Writers, he found King Artbur's Bones to- 
wards the cloſe of King Henry's Reign. Bur, according to 
Leland and other Authors, they were not found out till the - 
Year 1189 after King Richard the firſt came to theCrown, 
and when Henry de Saliaco or Henry de Soilly (as others call 
him) was ' Abbot, who, after the Abbey was burnt, com- 
manded Men to dig again between thoſe two Pyramids, 
and at ſeven Feet deep they found a huge broad Stone, 
where, on that Side that lay*d downwards, was found a 
thin Plate of Lead, about a Foot long, in the Form of a 
Croſs,* and on that Side of the Plate towards the Stone was 
engraven, in rude and barbarous Letters, this Inſcription + 
Hic JACET SEPULTUS. INCLYTUS' REX ARTURIUS IN 
INSULA AVALONIA. And digging nine Feet deeper, 


EZ. This Leaden Croſs wa- pl bythe — of the 
Abbot, in the Treaſury, and there expoſed and ſhewn, as one 
of the Curigſities 55 i, fill the, Diſſolution of the 2 5 
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kis Body was found 5 ina Trunk of a Tree, and near - the | 


Bones of King Artbur were found thoſe of his Wife Queen 
Guinever, who, after her Huſband's Death, retired either 


do che Nunnery of St. Julius the Martyr in Caerleon, or 


elle to that of Ambrebury in Wiltſhire, from one of which 
Places her Corps was convey'd privately to Glaſtonbury, 
and there privately buried in or near her Huſband's Grave. 
The King's Bones were of ſo great a Bigneſs, that, when 
his Shin Bone was ſet to the Foot of a very tall Man, 
it reached three Eingers breadth above his Knee; and in 
his Skull were perceived ten Wounds, one whereof was 
very great, and look*d upon to have been the cauſe of his 
Death. The Queen's Body ſeem'd to be perfect and whole, 
and her Hair was found to be neatly platted, and of the 
Colour of burniſh*'d Gold; but her Corps being touch'd 
with the Finger of one of the Spectators, it fell to Duſt, 
This is reported by Leland, Stow, Speed, Biſhop Uſer, 
and others from Giraldus Cambrenfis, who is an Au- 
thor of Repute, and was an Eye Witneſs to the matter 
of Fact. 

After the Spectators bad gratified their Curioſity, the 
Abbot and his Monks, with great Satisfaction and Reve- 
rence, took all the Remains of the two Bodies out of their 


Separate Coffins, and putting them into decent Cheſts, 


made for the Purpoſe, they depoſited them firſt in a Cha- 

in the South Alley of the Church, till ſuch Time, as a 

onument, ſuitable to the Dignity of a King and Queen, 
could be made for them, in the Middle of the Preſbytery 
of the Choir, where, in finiſhing the Church, they erected 
a ſtately Mauſoleum of Touchſtone, nobly engraven on the 
- Outſide, in which they placed the king's Body by itſelf 
at the head of the Tomb, and the Queen's at his; Feet, 
being the Eaſt Side of it. On the Wet Side of the Tomb, 


that is to ſay, where king Artbhur's Bones were < depoſited, | 


2 was eg this Inſcri e | | Hi 
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Juinqus rabulatus , , & altitudinem Diginti ſex peduſ 
Hec pre nimia vetuſtate , etſ ruinam minetur, hab 
tamen antiquitatis nonnulla Hectacula, ua plane 
unt li, licet non paßint plane intelligi. In ſupert 
enim tabulatu eſt imago * cal N facta. 
Fecundo, imago regiam pretendens pompam , © li 
14, HER. SENI. G BLISWERH. Is 7: 
nibilominus nomina. W EB MCHESTE. BA 
TOM. WINEWEGN, In quarto HAT 
VVIERE DE. & EANEFLEDE. In imo, q 
& inferior imago, & hac ſeriptura LOGO! 


HWINGEN DES. BERN E. A vero pram 
abet oftodecim peues, N quatuor Fabulatus , in 1% 
bus hac leguntur. HDD epiſcopus , BA 
| GORRED, & BEORWALDE. Quid ber fioni 
Cent non temere definio , fed ex ſuſpicione colligo « 
rum interius in cavatis lapidibus contineri oſſa, 
rum exterius leguntur nomina. Certe Lo GW OR 
Pro certo aſſerirur eſſe, Us cuſus nomine quondam Lo 
'WERESBEORH dicehatur, qui nunc Mons Ac 
tus dicitur. BronwaLlds 9 Abbas 
Hzus-k,TI Nd | 1 
Oeccidentalium Saronum reges qui hic 
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Paci6cun pulturz traditi fuerunt, enumerare ſupery 


: _— eſſet, Eadgarum tamen Pacificum, « 
Der paci coonlate: vel hoc nomine 
um non meminiſſe, & epiraphium illo 
| Eloocaindignn ſubjungere, © 
« Auc tur opum, 2 ; ſcelerum, lagi ono + 
|  Sceprriger Edgarus regua ſuperna petit. 
E. aber r Salomon, een Paker, orbita pacis, 
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Hic jacet Arturus, flos Regum, gloria Regni, . 
Quem mores, probitas commendant laude perenni. 


| Herelies Arthur the F lower of Kings, and the Glory of Kin g- 


doms, whoſe Manners and Probity give him eternal Praiſc. * 


And on the Eaſt Side, where Queen Guitiever's were 


placed, there was this Inſcription ; TOE 


Arturi jacet hic conjux tumulata ſecunda, . 


Qu meruit cælos virtutum prole facunda, 


Here lies the Wife of Arthur, who for her numerous | 
Virtues deſerv'd Heaven. 


And here did the Remainders of this great King and his 
Queen quietly reſt ſome 85 Vears; at which Time, that 
is to ſay, in the Lear 1278 King Edward the Firſt and his 
Wife Queen Elianor, partly out of Devotion, and partly 
outof Curioſity, came to Glaſtonbury, attended by many of 


the Topping Men of the Nation, Clergyas well as Nobility. 


Whereupon the 19th of April they cauſed King Artbur 3 
Tomb to be opened, and both the Shrines to be taken out 


of the Monument, which when the Court and its Atten- 
dance had thoroughly viewed, King Edward opened the 


Shrine, wherein king Arthur's Bones laid, and Queen. Elea- 


nor the Cheſt, | wherein were thoſe of Queen Guine- 


ver, and then each of them taking the reſpective Bones 


out of their reſpective Cheſts, they N 1 8 two 
igh Altar, till the 


Credences or Side Tables, near the 
next Morning, for every one, that had a mind, to gratify 
their Curioſity, and early the next Morning, being the 
Wedneſday before Eaſter, the king and Queen, with great 


Honour and Reſpect, wrapt up all the Bones (excepting 


. the two Skulls, which were ſet up and to remain in the 
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* reaſury) i in-rich . Mantles, and placing chem 
again in their ſeperate Shrines, the king put into that of 
Arthur's this following Inſcription: "Hee funt ofſa no- 
« b;liffimi regis Arturii, qua anno dominice incarnationis 
c. 1278, decimo tertio Calend. Maii, per Dominum Eaduear- 
* ham. regem Angliæ illuſtrem, 52 fuerunt fic collocata, 
&« præſentibus Leonora ſereniſſima ejuſdem Regis conſorte, 
« & filia: Domini Ferrandi regis Hiſpaniz, magiſtro Guliel- 
mo de Midleton, func Norwicenſi electo, magiſtro Tho- 
«* ma de Becke, archidiacono Dorſetenſi & predicti regis 
© theſaurario ; Domino Henrico de Laſcey, Comite Lincol- 
© niz, Domino Amadio Comite Sabaudie, & multis Mag- 
ic gatibus Angliæ. (i. e.) Theſe are the Bones of the moſt 
noble king Arthur, which were plac'd here on the 14th 
% Day of May, 1278; by the illuſtrious king Edward, 
ce his ſerene Conſort Leonora, Willam Middleton, Biſhop 
„ of Norwich elect, Thomas de Becke, Archdeacon of Dor- 
Bi 12 c ſet, Henry de Laſeey, Earl of Lincoln, and many, other 
of the Nobility of England being preſent.” And then 
the king and Queen fixing their Royal Signets to each 
Cheſt, they cauſed the Cheſt to be placed in t he old Mau- 
"foleum, - where they remained undiſturbed about two 
hundred and fifty Years, that is to ſay, till the Diſſolu- 
tion of the Abbey in king Henry the eighth's Days, and 
6 then this noble Monument, (faith' Speed) among the 
« fatal Overthrows of infinite more, was altogether razed 
« at the diſpoſe of ſome then in Commiſſion, whoſe over 
* haſty Actions, and too forward Zeal in theſe Behalfs, hath 
% left unto us a Want of many Truths, and cauſe to 
= = that ſome of their eee had been better 


